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PREFACE 



Few men, witness the history of Philosophy, have 
the mental power to find Truth by themselves. 
Fewer still have time and opportunity to do so, and 
yet men crave for Truth as for the very food of 
their souls. In the days of our Saviour men looked 
and craved for signs, for visible and tangible proofs 
of His Divinity, and He gave them what they asked 
for. He gave them His miracles as an irrefragable 
proof of His Divine Nature and Mission. “ If I do 
not the works of my Father, believe me not, but if I 
do, though you will not believe me, believe the 
works.” Throughout the ages He has set the seal of 
Divine approval on the teaching of the Catholic 
Church by miracles; and now, in these days, He 
offers among others the continual miracles at 
Lourdes. Two thousand years ago, nearly, men 
of goodwill saw, rejoiced, and believed. Others 
doubted, disbelieved, and denied, not the facts — no 
one could deny them — but their Divine origin. Not 
to God, but to the Devil, these men attributed the 
miracles they witnessed. In our own times, when 
Materialism denies the very existence of a Creator 
and of all supernatural agencies and powers, the 
miracles at Lourdes are either set aside as a priori 
impossible, or, if the facts are admitted, they are 
ascribed to suggestion or to the unknown forces of 
Nature. A moment’s thought will show that both 
methods of attack are equally unscientific and futile. 

To deny the very possibility, and consequently 
the existence, of miracles is of course the easiest and 

T 
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the shortest way to dispose of those at Lourdes, and 
consequently of their testimony to the truth of the 
Catholic Faith. “The principle of criticism,” says 
Renan, “ is that a miracle has no place in the scheme 
of human affairs.” Having taken for granted that 
these interventions of God are impossible, the ad* 
versaries of the Church palm off their assertion as 
though it were a self-evident truism needing no 
proof whatever. A very convenient method of 
arguing, most assuredly, but one that is utterly un- 
scientific, and to any thinking man, who lives not by 
faith but by investigation, devoid of all convincing 
power, for it lacks the very foundation of Science, 
namely, Experience. For what is Science ? “ Science 
is firstly experience,” says Haeckel, “secondly in- 
C ference.” “ Our Science is based entirely on experi- 
l ment,” Professor Tait tells us, “or mathematical 
deduction from experiment.” “ The man of Science ” 
(the words are Huxley’s) “ has learned to believe in 
justification, not by faith but by observation.” We 
; may define Science, then, as the body of facts learnt 
] by observation, and the mathematical deductions from 
: them. 

Ç It is self-evident, therefore, that to deny a priori 
.that a fact can or can not be is not Scientific. 
Hence it was admittedly most unscientific on the 
part of the men of Science of the eighteenth century 
to deny on a priori grounds that stones could fall from 
the blue. Yet they did it, and most persistently, till 
they were forced to investigate, and admit the fact 
that bodies do fall from the skies, and aerolites took 
their place among the data of Science. Then came 
the next stage, to try to explain that which was 
proved to exist. 

What the observers of falling-stars demanded, we 
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demand too. Like them, too, we {Sail to obtain what 
we ask for. We ask that the miracles at Lourdes 
should not be denied without examination, but 
should be submitted to a careful and searching 
examination; but Science, as represented by a very 
considerable number of learned men, declines to 
investigate at all. This refusal, this easy method of 
setting aside evidence, is so utterly unscientific as to 
deserve the strongest reprobation even of men who 
pretend to nothing beyond that amount of common 
sense that is supposed to be the very basis of all 
Science. Such men, be they believers or unbelievers, 
demand that the same scientific methods of investi- 
gation be applied to the miracles at Lourdes as are 
used in the verification of any other phenomenon, 
and they also insist in the sacred name of Truth that 
if the alleged cures prove to be facts, they should 
be candidly recognised as such. 

Other men of Science admit the cures, but ascribe 
them to natural causes, chiefly to suggestion and 
the “unknown forces of Nature.” With regard to 
suggestion, it is surprising to find how very scanty is 
the knowledge of many who roundly declare that to 
it are due the miracles at Lourdes. It would be 
quite useless to say more on this subject, as it is 
particularly well treated by our Author. More 
specious, because dealing with the vague unknown, 
is the explanation given by those who invoke the 
“ unknown forces of Nature.” At first sight it may 
appear exceedingly difficult, if not impossible, to dis- 
prove the existence or action of something that no 
one knows anything about. Be this as it may, it is 
none the less unscientific to talk about explaining a 
known fact by an utterly unknown cause. There is , 
no explanation here at all. It is worse than merely ) 
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unscientific, it goes in reality against what Science 
teaches us. If there is one great truth that the 
patient observations of learned men has made abund- 
antly clear, it is that Nature always acts with perfect 
uniformity ; that she never contradicts herself. 

“The one act of faith,” says Professor Huxley, 
“ in the convert to Science, is in the universality of 
order and in the absolute validity in all times and 
under all circumstances of the law of causation.” In 
other words, Nature always follows the same course in 
the same circumstances. To attribute the miracles 
at Lourdes to Nature is to deny this law of uni- 
formity. Even at the risk of tiring the reader, we 
must give an instance of what we mean. A very 
constant feature of the cures at Lourdes is their 
instantaneous character. To take the case of Pierre 
de Rudder. Irrefutable evidence proves that at a 
certain moment he was suffering from a terrible 
wound in his left leg, just below the knee. A 
number of years previous to his cure both tibia and 
fibula had been fractured, and, instead of reuniting, 
the broken ends had suppurated. The surgeons 
removed nearly an inch of the terminal surfaces in 
the hope of obtaining a union of the fresh faces. 
Instead, these too decayed. It follows that both 
bones were considerably shorter than those of the 
right leg. The next fact we draw attention to is 
that, before a shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes, the 
bones were instantaneously reunited, and that firmly 
and without trace even of a callus. The wound was 
healed, and De Rudder walked. His grit during life, 
and more especially the post-mortem examination, 
proved that the bones of both limbs were absolutely 
equal in length. There had been, then, the instan- 
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taneous formation of about one inch of strong, 
healthy bone, not to speak of the surrounding 
tissues. These are assertions that have been in- 
vestigated, and found to be absolute facts. Are 
these facts against the known laws of Nature? 
Without any doubt whatever! It is a law of 
Nature, so Science teaches us, that she follows an 
orderly course (call it evolution) in the formation of __ 
all living tissues, and this course takes time, as all 
successive biological changes must, and a very con- 
siderable time in the case of a broken tibia, let alone 
two broken and carious bones. Let the reader 
consider! The repair of a fracture is the result of 
a biological process similar to that of the first for- 
mation of the bone. From each broken surface 
thousands upon thousands of cells, hardly one 
thousandth of a millimetre in size, grow by seg- 
mentation, following a clearly defined and well- 
known course of successive stages. Each cell, when . 
sufficiently developed, divides into two, and so on 
millions of times over. When this work of multi- 
plication of cells is over, the new embryonic tissue 
undergoes little by little a process of differentiation, 
and, according to its situation, becomes periosteum, 
cartilage, and bone. Meanwhile most minute blood- 
vessels have been formed, and interpenetrate the new 
tissues to carry nutriment to them ; nerve termina- 
tions appear to connect them with the great nerve 
cêntres. All this succession of biological activities 
must, by the very nature of successions, take time. 
Any one can see this ; but to make it clearer still to 
the reader, let him consider the following further 
facts of Physiology. The new cells, vessels, and 
nerves are formed and nourished by materials carried 
to the seat of the fracture by the blood in circulation. 
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These materials exist only in minute quantities in 
the blood. A given quantity of blood contains 
about ^&th part of what the same amount of new 
callus requires. Moreover, the rate of circulation in 
the minute vessels is approximately known, and its 
slowness necessitates a considerable length of time 
before it has carried the required amount of salts and 
other materials, and these, by the tardy process of ex- 
osmosis, have passed, in part only, through the walls 
of the vessels. The above is a brief sketch of the 
process of repair of a fractured bone. To say that 
some unknown force of Nature did in an instant 
what Nature always takes a long time to bring about, 
is to contradict not only all that experience and in- 
vestigation have shown to be absolutely necessary, 
but to contradict Reason as well as Science. No, De 
Rudder was not cured by the “unknown forces of 
Nature.” If not in Nature, then we must seek the 
cause of his cure in a Power above, beyond Nature. 
This power is God. 

The case of De Rudder is far from being the only 
one we could cite in this connection. Others can 
be found in the following pages. Their reality is 
beyond cavil, and Science cannot explain them. In- 
deed, all that Science can say is that they are beyond 
the forces, known and unknown, of Nature. If only 
the honest searcher after Truth will carefully read 
this History of Lourdes, he will find in it visible and 
tangible proofs, given by God Himself, of the Divine 
nature and origin of that Faith whose Founder is 
Christ, the Son of Mary Immaculate. 

STANISLAUS ST. JOHN, S.J. 

114 Mount St., March 8 , 1908. 
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In obedience to the Decree of Pope Urban VIII. I 
declare that I have no intention of attributing any 
other than a purely human authority to the miracles, 
revelations, favours, and particular cases recorded 
in this book ; and the same as regards the titles of 
Saints and Blessed applied to servants of God not 
yet canonised; except in those cases which have 
been confirmed by the Holy Catholic Apostolic 
Roman See, of which I declare myself to be an 
obedient son ; and therefore I submit myself and 
all which I have written to her judgment. 

G. BERTRIN. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




Translators Note . — It has not been found possible to 
translate the whole of the notes appended to the 
original of this work, but, when necessary, notes re- 
ferring to the French edition have been placed at 
the foot of the page. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




CONTENTS 



Preface 

PART I. — THE APPARITIONS 

CHAP. 

I. History of the Apparitions 

The Source 

“I am the Immaculate Conception "... 

II. Reality of the Apparitions 

The Sincerity of Bernadette 

The Visions of Bernadette and Hallucinations 
The Temperament and the Piety of Bernadette 
were not conducive to Hallucinations 

Before the Vision 

During the Vision 

After the Vision 

Necessary Conclusions 

III. The Apparitions and the Church . . . . 

Mgr. Laurence and the Episcopal Commission 

The Sovereign Pontiffs 

Lourdes, and the Contemporary Religious Movement 

The World’s Pilgrimage 

Pilgrimages and the Human Heart 
A School of Religion, Charity, and Faith 

PART II.— THE CURES 



I. The Facts 

The Verification of Facts 
Number and Variety of Cures 
A few Examples 
Interpretation of the Facts 
Quality of and contact with Water 



PAOH 

V 



3 

16 

20 

23 

24 

32 

33 
37 
41 
45 
51 
56 
60 
65 
67 
69 
71 
73 



81 

84 

90 

93 

114 

115 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



XIV 



CONTENTS 



OHAP. PAO! 

I. The Facts (continued ) — 

Insufficiency of Suggestion .118 

Disputed Facts 120 

Suggestion and Nervous Diseases .... 121 

Suggestion and Organic Diseases . 129 

Two Methods of Cure 131 

No Suggestion at Lourdes 142 

Unknown Forces 150 

Miracles and Medical Men 158 

II. Some Typical Cases . . 164 

1. Pierre de Rudder 164 

2. A Novelist on Miracles 185 

Clémentine Trouvé 186 

Madame Gordet 201 

Marie Lemarchand 221 

Marie Lebranchu 233 

3. Madame Rouchel . . . . . 245 

4. Gabriel Gargam 263 

Conclusion 284 

♦ APPENDIX 

I. A Calumny 289 

II. Bernadette and Doctor Voisin 290 

III. Doctors at Lourdes 292 

IV. Statistics of Cures 293 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 



The Statue at the Grotto 

Map 

Bernadette Soubirous .... 
Pierre de Rudder after his Cure . 

The Bones of P. de R/s Legs after Autopsy 
Clémentine Trouvé and Madame Gordet . 
Marie Lemarchand and Marie Lebranchu 
Madame Rouchel after her Cure 
Madame Rouchel* s soiled Prayer Book 
Gabriel Gargam ..... 



Frontispiece 
To face page 4 
„ 84 

„ 172 

„ 184 

„ 201 

„ 232 

„ 246 

„ 260 

„ 278 



XT 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



Digitized by 




PART I 

THE APPARITIONS 



A. 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by LjOOQle 




LOURDES 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORY OF THE APPARITIONS 

On February the 11th, 1858, took place the first of 
these famous apparitions which were to astonish the 
world. 

On that winter’s day three little girls of Lourdes, 
Bernadette Soubirous, her sister Mary, and Jeanne 
Abadie had gone to gather dry twigs alongside the 
river Gave in the vicinity of the town. It was very 
cold, and there was no more wood in the poverty- 
stricken cottage of the Soubirous. Bernadette was 
fourteen years old, but she looked scarcely more than 
eleven or twelve. 

Having wandered as far as the Massabieille rocks 
in front of a Grotto in the mountain side, the three 
children found themselves entrapped between the 
Gave and a canal which fed a mill near by, and 
lost itself in the torrent just by the Grotto. 

Marie and Jeanne were barefooted in their 
sabots. Jeanne threw her sabots on to the farther 
bank; Marie carried hers in her hand, and, holding 
up their frocks, they crossed the bed of the canal, 
which was fairly dry at this time. Thus they were 
able to leave the island. But Bernadette was wear- 
ing stockings, for she suffered from asthma and her 
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mother feared the cold for her. Wishing to avoid 
coming into contact with the bitterly cold water 
of the stream, she begged Jeanne, who was the 
stronger, to carry her pick-a-back to the other bank. 

“ Oh ! my goodness, no,” replied the little 
monkey; “you’re a nuisance and a mollycoddle. 
Stay where you are if you don’t want to cross.” 

And, without troubling herself any further about 
her companion, she picked up the faggots she had 
gathered and went farther down the Gave with Marie. 

Left alone, Bernadette tried to make a dry pas- 
sage for herself by throwing large stones into the 
water, but all her efforts were in vain, and she, too, 
had to paddle through the cold water. It was now 
about half-past twelve. 

Hardly had the child begun to take off her 
stockings before she heard a loud noise like the 
advent of a storm. $he looked all around, but not 
a branch moved on the poplars near the river. 
Thinking, therefore, that she was deceived, she 
quietly went on taking off her stockings. But 
almost directly she heard the same noise again. 
Frightened and apprehensive, she hurriedly rose, and 
searched with her eyes to the right and left. Every- 
thing was quiet by the Gave, but on the other side 
of the canal, some feet from the bank where she 
stood, a wild briar bush, which grew on the outer 
side to the right of the Grotto, was being blown 
about as if by a strong wind. At the same moment 
that the child noticed this phenomenon, a golden 
cloud arose from the opening in the rock which the 
briar was beating with its branches, and a woman 
appeared above the bush in the cleft which formed 
a kind of natural niche. 
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“ She was young and beautiful,” said Bernadette ; 
“ more beautiful than any one I had ever seen. She 
looked and smiled at me, and made me a sign to 
come forward without fear. And indeed I was no 
longer afraid, but I did not seem to know any more 
where I was.” 

Instinctively the child took her rosary and knelt 
down. 

“The Lady let me pray all alone,” she said, 
“while she herself let her beads pass through her 
fingers without speaking — only at the end of each 
decade she said with me : ‘ Gloria Patri, et Filio, et 
Spiritui Sancto.’ ” 

As a matter of fact, although the child was too 
simple to realise it, this was the only part of the 
rosary which the “ Lady ” could rightly say ; for the 
requests made in the Pater are only for those who do 
not possess the fulness of grace ; and as for the Ave 
Maria , the apparition simply could not say it. One 
cannot pray to one’s self. On the other hand, there 
was nothing to prevent her mingling her heavenly 
voice with an earthly one, to sing the praises of the 
Blessed Trinity, in the very canticle of Heaven : 

“ Holy, holy, holy is the Lord ; glory be to the 
Father, to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.” 

“ When the rosary was at an end,” adds Berna- 
dette, “the Lady retired within the rock, and the 
golden cloud disappeared with her.” 

Thus the heavenly brightness had preceded her 
when she was about to appear, and followed her when 
she disappeared, as the light of the sun precedes that 
celestial body when it rises, and follows it when 
it sets. 

There was nothing vague or shadowy in the 
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divinely beautiful being which had manifested itself 
to the ravished eyes of Bernadette. The latter has 
described it many times with perfect clearness. 

“ The Lady looks like a young girl of about six- 
teen or seventeen,” she would say. “She wears a 
white dress ; round her waist is a blue ribbon which 
falls the length of the dress almost to the ground. 
On her head her hair can hardly be seen for a white 
veil which falls behind, over her shoulders and below 
the waist. 

“On her naked feet, which are almost hidden 
by the folds of the dress, are golden-coloured 
rosettes. 

“ In her right hand she holds a rosary with white 
beads, and a golden chain which glitters like the 
rosettes on her feet.” 

Bernadette was still on her knees, engrossed in 
the ravishing sight which she had just beheld, when 
Jeanne and Marie returned to the Grotto. Seeing 
her praying at such a time and in such a place, they 
made fun of her, and told her somewhat sharply to 
make haste and return with them. They all three 
made faggots of the wood they had gathered, and 
turned their steps towards the town. As they went 
Bernadette asked her little companions if they had 
noticed nothing extraordinary in the Massabieille 
Grotto. 

“ No, nothing,” they replied. “ But why do you 
ask?” 

“ Oh, nothing ! ” 

At first she wished to keep her secret; but 
when she was alone with Marie she could not resist 
telling her about all that filled her mind ; she related 
her vision, and begged her sister to tell no one. The 
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whole day long the image of the ideal being whom 
she had seen was present in her mind. When the 
evening came, and with it family prayers, the re- 
membrance became still more acute and still more 
vivid, and, overcome by emotion, she began to cry. 

“ What is the matter, Bernadette ? ” asked her 
mother. 

Marie did not give her time to reply, but related 
all that had happened at the Massabieille rocks. 

“ These things are illusions, my child,” said Mme. 
Soubirous seriously. “You must not allow such 
ideas in your mind ; send them away, and above all 
do not return to Massabieille.” 

“We went to bed,” says Bernadette, “but I 
could not sleep. The kind and gracious face of the 
Lady kept coming back to my mind, and it was 
useless to remember what my mother had told me ; 
I could not believe that I had been mistaken.” 

• ••••• 

Such was the first apparition. 

This scene was enacted eighteen times. On 
Friday, February 12th, and Saturday the 18th, 
Bernadette, who could think of nothing but what 
she had seen, longed to return to the Grotto, but 
she was withheld by obedience. At length on 
Sunday the 14th, her sister Marie and Jeanne Abadie 
asked for her the permission which she so ardently 
longed for. Mme. Soubirous refused at first, but on 
being eagerly pressed she thought that a return to 
Massabieille, where she would assuredly see nothing, 
would be the very best means of curing Bernadette 
of the foolish notions which haunted her, and, giving 
way at last, she said to the two young sisters : 

“ Go along, then, and don’t worry me any more ! 
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But be back in time for Vespers, or you know what 
is in store for you ! ” 

As soon as Marie had told five or six of her 
little companions, they set out, but not without first 
providing themselves with a bottle of holy water. 
Mme. Soubirous had spoken of the devil, who some- 
times makes a plaything of man, and, although 
Bernadette was absolutely sure in her own mind that 
what she had seen was not the devil, she followed 
the advice of her little friends, and took every pre- 
caution. 

They quickly arrived at Massabieille. Berna- 
dette knelt down in front of the briar bush. For 
a few moments she prayed in silence, then, suddenly, 
as if delirious with joy, she was heard to say : 

“ She is there !... She is there ! ” 

One of her companions, Marie Hillot, at once said 
to her : 

“ Quick, throw holy water at her,” and she passed 
the bottle. 

Bernadette threw the holy water towards the bush, 
then she said to her companions : 

“ She is not angry ; on the contrary, she nods 
approvingly and is smiling.” 

All the little girls had formed a semicircle 
around her, and were on their knees. Bernadette’s 
face became strangely pale, then calm and bright; 
she seemed transformed. At this sight her com- 
panions were frightened; most of them burst into 
tears, and one cried out: 

“ Oh, if Bernadette were to die ! ” 

They went closer to her, and called her affection- 
ately by name. But she did not seem to hear them ; 
her eyes were fixed on the niche behind the briar, 
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and she seemed lost in the contemplation of a 
heavenly spectacle visible to her alone. At this 
moment, the mother and sister of the miller Nicolau 
arrived on the scene from the mill, which was close 
at hand. Seeing Bernadette in ecstasy, they spoke 
to her gently, but she did not hear. Full of faith 
and respect, Mme. Nicolau ran to find her son. 

This son, who was twenty-eight years of age, 
came with an ironical smile on his lips, but, directly 
he saw Bernadette, he drew back in surprise, and, 
folding his arms, looked at her for an instant. 

“Never had I seen a more striking spectacle,” 
he said afterwards. “It was in vain I reasoned 
with myself; it seemed to me that I was not worthy 
to touch the child.” 

However, as his mother insisted, he took Berna- 
dette by the arm, and led her gently to his mill, 
where the ecstasy at length ended. 

Meanwhile the little girls had returned to the 
town, and had quickly spread the news. Mme. 
Soubirous hastened to the mill, much annoyed by 
what she had heard. She entered birch in hand, and 
went straight up to her daughter, saying angrily : 

“How now, little hussy, do you wish to make 
us the laughing-stock of all who know us! I will 
give it you — with your sanctimonious airs and your 
tales about ladies.” 

And she was on the point of striking her daughter 
when Mme. Nicolau interposed and prevented the 
blow, crying: “What are you doing! What has 
your daughter done that you should treat her so? 
Just now I saw her on her knees, and never shall 
I forget the sight ; it was like that of an angel — 
a real angel from heaven.” 
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After this Mme. Soubirous kept her daughter 
away from the Grotto for three or four days. On 
February 18th, persuaded by some ladies of the 
town, however, she allowed her to return with them 
to the Grotto, very early in the morning. After 
a few moments, Bernadette called out: 

“ She is coming . . . There she is ! ” 

The child was trembling with happiness, praying 
and smiling in turn, but without giving any exterior 
signs of ecstasy. She rose, neared the briar bush, 
and, as she was asked to do, naïvely held out a 
piece of paper to the “ Lady,” begging her to write 
down her wishes. 

Whereat the apparition replied : 

“It is not necessary for me to write what I 
have to say to you.” Then she asked Bernadette 
to return for a fortnight, and said to her : “ I 
promise to make you happy, not in this world, 
but in the next.” 

After this, however worried they might feel, 
the parents of the child-visionary no longer dared 
forbid her go to Massabieille. Her mother herself 
accompanied her with one of her aunts early on 
the morrow (19th). A few neighbours, guessing 
their secret, followed them. Bernadette passed 
quickly into ecstasy. Her face was covered with 
ineffable smiles, and what appeared like waves of 
heavenly joy ; she seemed to belong to this world 
no more. 

“O God,” cried her mother, trembling with 
emotion, “do not take my child from me.” 

At the same time a voice from among those 
present was heard to say, “ Oh, how beautiful 
she is ! ” 
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The fifth apparition took place on the morning 
of the 20th February, about half-past six o’clock. 
Madame Soubirous, near her child, whose face was 
lit in ecstasy, cried out: “I do not know where 
I am — I seem to be dreaming — I do not recognise 
my daughter.” 

The people round about were equally amazed 
and bewildered. 

There were hundreds of people present on this 
day, for the whole town was talking of the strange 
events. Some declared that they were miraculous ; 
others, and especially the better educated, smiled 
contemptuously, saying it was merely a nervous 
phenomenon well known to science. 

One of the latter, however, and not the least 
among them. Dr. Dozous, was not content, like 
the majority, with judging superficially. He took 
the trouble to go and invèstigate matters for 
himself. Thus it happened that he came across 
a most extraordinary pathological case, for his 
religious incredulity did not allow of his calling it 
by any other name. On the morrow, Sunday, 
February 21st, he was waiting at the foot of the 
Massabieille rock, and he was present at the sixth 
apparition, of which he has published an account. 
This account is interesting as being that, not only 
of an unbeliever, but of a doctor who had come 
to investigate scientifically the morbid condition of 
a patient. 

“As soon as Bernadette was before the Grotto,” 
writes Dr. Dozous, “she knelt down, took her 
rosary out of pocket, and began to tell her beads. 
Soon her face altered; a fact which was remarked 
by all those near her, and which indicated that she 
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was seeing the apparition. Whilst with the left 
hand she told her beads, in the right she held a 
burning candle, which was frequently blown out by 
a strong breeze coming up from the Gave. Each 
time this happened she passed the candle to some 
one close at hand to re-light. 

“ I followed Bernadette’s movements very atten- 
tively, so as to be able to study her completely, from 
several points of view, and at this precise moment I 
wanted to know the state of her circulation and 
respiration. I took hold of her arm, and placed my 
fingers on the radial artery. The pulse was quiet 
and regular, the breathing easy. There was nothing 
to indicate that nervous over-excitement might be 
reacting on the organism in a special way. As soon 
as I let go her arm, Bernadette moved higher up 
towards the Grotto. I noticed that her face, which 
until then had looked perfectly happy, began to wear 
an expression of sadness. Two great tears fell from 
her eyes and coursed down her cheeks. This change 
surprised me, and, when she had finished her prayers 
and the mysterious being had disappeared, I asked 
her what had been taking place all this long time, 
and she replied : 

“ * The Lady for an instant did not look at me, but 
looked beyond my head and then again at me. I 
asked her what made her sad, and she said: “ Pray 
for poor sinners; pray for the world which is in 
such trouble.” I was quickly reassured, however, by 
the kind and peaceful expression on her face, and 
just then she disappeared.’ 

“ When leaving the spot where the general excite- 
ment had been so great,” Dr. Dozous adds, “ Berna- 
dette retired, as always, modestly and simply, without 



Digitized by 



Google 




HISTORY OF THE APPARITIONS 18 



paying attention to the public ovation of which she 
was the object.” 

The crowd dispersed to their homes, full of 
admiration for Bernadette in her ecstasy, saying that 
she must have seen a heavenly being for her face 
to have reflected such a heavenly beauty. Popular 
emotion rapidly increased, and those who had the 
duty of watching over the public peace thought that 
it was time to interfere. Perhaps, without knowing 
it, they were obeying that spontaneous antipathy of 
those in power for any supernatural manifestations. 
Such people seem to think that God is intruding 
in the world. Their avowed motive, however, was 
that the proximity of the Gave made it dangerous 
for large crowds to gather near the Massabieille 
rocks. 

On the very morning of February 21st, M. 
Lacadé, the mayor of the town, M. Dutour, pro- 
curator, and M. Jacomet, the superintendent of police, 
met at the town-hall, and decided to prevent any 
further manifestations, without, however, annoying 
the crowd. The best means to do this seemed to be 
to persuade Bernadette not to return to the Grotto. 
They did not doubt but that the little child would 
be unable to resist municipal authority — an authority 
which would, if necessary, become threatening. 

The procurator therefore had Bernadette brought 
into his office. He was a most worthy man, and of 
inflexible opinions. He thought that it would be 
mere play to overcome the child should she offer any 
resistance. But to his surprise, his ability and his 
powers were of no avail against her ignorance and 
weakness. Ending his cross-examination brusquely, 
he said to Bernadette : 
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“ Will you promise me not to return to Massa- 
bieille ? ” 

“ No, sir. I will not promise you.” 

“ Is that all you have to say ? ” 

“ Yes, sir.” 

“ Well then, go ... we will see about it.” 

In the evening the police superintendent tried 
what he could do. He ordered the visionary to his 
office. The questioning took a long time, and was 
both threatening and insidious. M. Estrade, the rate- 
collector, was present, and has described the scene. 

The police superintendent also requested Berna- 
dette not to go to the Grotto again. 

“ Sir,” she replied very simply, “ I promised the 
Lady to go back.” 

“ If you will not immediately promise not to 
return to Massabieille, I will send for the police 
and put you in prison.” 

But Bernadette remained firm. A voice within 
her spoke louder than all these threats. 

On the morrow, February 22nd, Bernadette was 
again at the heavenly meeting-place. Two police- 
men followed her, as did a considerable and curious 
crowd. She went to her usual place; but on this 
day her face showed no sign of ecstasy, and when she 
rose she declared that the “ Lady ” had not appeared. 
It was a cruel deception for her. The wits were 
triumphant : “ The Lady fears the police,” they cried, 
and laughed loudly at their joke. “ Perhaps if M. 
Jacomet has a finger in the pie, she will think it 
more prudent to pack off and find another domicile.” 

“ I too laughed with them,” says M. Estrade, 
“ little thinking I should soon have cause to leave 
them.” 
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The very next day, as it happened, M. Estrade 
was at the Grotto, in company with his sister, but 
he was still incredulous. The day had hardly 
dawned before nearly two hundred people arrived, 
and among them three or four gentlemen whose 
presence reassured the new visitor. M. Estrade 
has described the scene, which was the seventh of 
the same kind. 

“Bernadette knelt down, and while she began 
to tell her beads she looked at the rock longingly 
and inquiringly. Suddenly, as if struck by light- 
ning, she gave a start of wondering admiration, and 
seemed as if she belonged to another world. Her 
eyes brightened and became glittering, heavenly 
smiles hovered round her lips, and an indefinable 
grace filled her whole person. Bernadette was no 
longer Bernadette. 

“ Spontaneously and unanimously all the men 
present uncovered and bowed their heads. After 
the first transports caused by the ‘Lady’s’ arrival, 
the seer assumed the attitude of a person who 
listens. Her gestures, her face, reproduced, one 
after the other, all the phases of a conversation. 
Now and again Bernadette nodded approval with 
her head, or herself seemed to be asking questions. 
When the Lady spoke, she thrilled with happiness, 
but when she made her own petitions she became 
humble and even tearful. At certain times it was 
plainly visible that no conversation was taking place ; 
then the child returned to her rosary, keeping her 
eyes fixed on the rock, as if she were afraid of 
lowering them, for one minute even, lest she should 
lose sight of the lovely vision. 

“The ecstasy lasted about an hour. Towards 
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the end, the visionary went forward on her knees 
until she reached the point just under where the 
briar bush hung from the rock. There she remained 
recollected for a moment as if in adoration, then 
kissed the earth, and came back to her starting 
point, always on her knees. Her face lit up as if 
with a last flash, then, very gradually and almost 
imperceptibly, the ecstasy left her. The visionary 
continued to pray some moments longer, but it 
was the charming but rustic little figure of the 
Soubirous’ child that we saw before us. Finally 
Bernadette rose, approached her mother, and was 
soon lost in the crowd.” 

The new spectator, who had come to scoff, 
did not indulge in ironical pleasantries. He was 
touched, troubled, and completely upset. He went 
away alone, forgetting his sister and her friends, 
whom he was accompanying. 

“ I was like a man awakening from a dream,” 
he said. “I could not overcome my emotion, and 
my thoughts were all in a whirl. It was in vain 
that the Lady of the rock had veiled her presence, 
for I had really felt it.” 1 



The Source 

On Wednesday, February 24th, the ecstasy took 
place again. 

For a moment, the child turned towards the 
spectators ; with tearful face and sobbing voice she 
repeated three times — “ Penance, penance, penance !” 

1 J. B. Estrade, The Apparitions of Lourdes , the Memories of 
an Eye-witness . Mame, 1899- 
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She declared afterwards that these were the very 
words she had heard the “ Lady ” utter. 

The next day was a day of probation for all 
those who believed in the reality of the appari- 
tions. 

“ After a few minutes’ meditation,” relates the 
same witness, “ Bernadette rose to approach the 
Grotto. As she went she moved aside the branches 
of the briar bush, and stooped to kiss the earth just 
beyond. Then she came down the slope again, and, 
having collected herself, she fell once more into an 
ecstasy. 

“At the end of two or three decades of her 
rosary* the visionary rose again and became embar- 
rassed. She hesitated, turned towards the Gave, 
and took two or three steps forward. Suddenly she 
stopped, looked behind her like one who is called, 
and listened to words which seemed to come from 
the direction of the rock. 

“ She made a sign in the affirmative, moved on, 
but not towards the Gave; she went towards the 
left-hand comer of the Grotto. Three-quarters of 
the way up the slope she halted, and looked around 
as if perplexed. She raised her head as if to question 
the Lady, then, resolutely, she stooped down and 
began to scratch the ground with her hands. The 
little hole she managed to scoop out, filled with 
water. She waited a moment, drank some, and then 
washed her face, after which she took a blade of 
grass which was growing at her feet and put it in 
her mouth. The spectators gazed at this strange 
scene, feeling upset and bewildered. When the child 
rose again to return to her place, her face was be- 
grimed with muddy water. At this sight arose a 

B 
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cry of mistaken pity : * Bernadette has lost her head, 
the poor child is going mad ! ’ 

“Bernadette returned to her place without ap- 
pearing to notice the exclamations on all sides. 
After her face had been wiped, she returned to her 
celestial vision, happier than ever, and an angelic 
smile on her face.” 

But the impression created among the spectators 
was unfavourable. There was no more thought of 
admiration for Bernadette — only pity. When those 
who had been astonished, and also deceived by what 
they had seen at the Grotto, questioned her, she 
replied very simply: 

“ When I was praying, the Lady said to me : 
‘Go and drink and wash yourself at the source.’ 
As I did not see any source, I went towards the 
Gave. The Lady called me back, and made me a 
sign with her finger to go to the left of the Grotto. 
I obeyed, but I did not see any water. Not knowing 
what to do, I raked up the earth and some came. 
I let it settle a little, and then I drank some and 
washed myself.” 

The water which began to well up under her 
fingers was at first hardly sufficient to make more 
than a muddy puddle. The most fervent carried 
away some of this mud, moistened by a mysterious 
spring which arrived drop by drop from unknown 
depths. 

Dr. Dozous, who was one of the best situated 
for observing this important event, would not leave 
the Grotto of Massobieille without having first care- 
fully explored all the different parts of the ground.^ 
He says: “I found that it was dry everywhere 
except where Bernadette had hollowed a little hole 
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with her hands, and whence the spring had imme- 
diately flowed.” 1 

The jet of water went on increasing in volume 
the whole day: the next day, when the people 
returned to the spot, it was as big as a finger; a 
few days later it had attained the thickness of a 
child’s arm. Ever since it has been a powerful jet 
of limpid water, and is now the magnificent source 
which feeds fifteen taps and easily fills the nine 
piscinas which contain the baths for the sick. 2 

This extraordinary event disconcerted the in- 
credulous, who had been too hasty in their triumph, 
and it reanimated the wavering faith of believers. 

On Friday, February 26th, the apparition re- 
turned for the tenth time. On arriving at Massa- 
bieille, Bernadette went and knelt on the top of the 
slope, at the spot where the day before she had 
hollowed with her hands a little hole about the size 
of a tumbler. Without exhibiting any surprise at 
seeing the water flowing so freely, she piously made 
the sign of the cross, drank some of the water, and 
washed her face. 

On the next day, Saturday, the ecstasy con- 
tinued for a longer time than before. The heavenly 
voice spoke to the visionary, and gave her this 
message : “ Go and tell the priests to build me a 
chapel here.” 

A little later we shall see how very reserved, not 
to say hostile, the priests were with regard to the 
events then taking place. 

However, the excitement was now irresistible, 

1 Dr. Dozous, La Grotte de Lourdes (Paris, Guerin- Muller), 
pp. 53, 54. 

2 It gives out 122,000 litres in twenty-four hours. 
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and on Sunday, February 28th, more than two thou- 
sand spectators assembled around the rock. For the 
twelfth time an ecstasy took place, as it did again 
on the morrow, March 1st, and the following day 
yet again. But on the Wednesday it was in vain 
that Bernadette prayed with her habitual fervour; 
her face was not illuminated by that heavenly 
radiance which made her look so beautiful. When 
she had finished her prayer, she said to the people 
who questioned her: “The Lady has not come 
to-day.” 

The “ Lady ” had asked her to go to the Grotto 
for fifteen days. The last day of this fortnight 
would be on the morrow, Thursday, March 4th. 

Without knowing exactly why, there was a feel- 
ing of expectation that some new prodigy would 
take place. The crowd was immense, and could not 
have been under fifteen or twenty thousand people 
at the very least. 

The “ Lady ” came, the ecstasy lasted more than 
an hour, but all happened just as usual. There was 
no miraculous sign given to the crowd, who were 
consequently disappointed. As they went away, Ber- 
nadette was asked if she would return to the Grotto. 

“ Oh yes,” she replied, “ I shall come back, but 
I do not know whether the Lady will reappear. I 
only know that she smiled at me when she went 
away, and that she did not bid me good-bye.” 



“ I am the Immaculate Conception * 

So the child went back with confidence, and very 
often. But the mysterious being did not show 
herself, and Bernadette was not ravished in ecstasy. 
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At last, on March 25th, the feast of the Annuncia- 
tion, she started to go to Massabieille very early in 
the morning, and with a heart full of hope. It was 
twenty days since she had last seen the heavenly 
vision. 

She hurried along. What a joyful surprise met 
her eyes when she arrived ! The niche in the rock 
was full of a divine brilliance, and the white vision 
was there, her feet on the briar bush as if she were 
waiting. Bernadette threw herself on her knees, and 
after praying for a longtime the idea came to her 
to ask the “Lady” if she would say who she was. 
At first the “ Lady ” smiled without replying. Very 
humbly the visionary repeated her question a second 
and a third time. 

“The third time,” she said, “the Lady joined 
her hands and raised them to her breast. . . . She 
looked heavenwards . . . then slowly separating her 
hands and leaning towards me, she said : 

“ ‘ I am the Immaculate Conception .’ ” 

It was a great revelation. When the spectators 
learned the news, they were transported with religious 
enthusiasm. They fell on their knees, and every- 
where, where the dense crowd had gathered, on the 
banks of the Gave, or the mountain height, resounded 
the popular prayer : 

“ O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse unto thee.” 

• ••••• 

Twelve days went by without Bernadette seeing 
the Queen of Heaven come to lighten up the rocks. 
But on April 7th, both vision and ecstasy were re- 
newed, and again three months later on July 16th; 
This was the eighteenth apparition, and the last. 
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Bernadette lived for twenty years longer, but the 
heavenly spectacle never again met her dazzled and 
ravished eyes. She went back into the shade, and 
was lost among the crowd. Every morning she 
could be seen going to the school kept by the Sisters 
of the hospital, with an old torn satchel containing 
the stocking she was knitting, her spelling-book, 
and a piece of black bread for her dinner. 

Some time later the nuns had pity on this 
delicate child, and took her to live with them as a 
poor invalid. It was here that, between eighteen 
and nineteen years of age, she finished learning how 
to read and write. Thus, too, she learned com- 
munity life, and wished to make it her own, and 
at twenty-two she left for Nevers, where was the 
mother-house of the order. Here she lived until 
the age of thirty-five as the humblest of nuns. 
She felt leaving the Grotto very deeply, for her 
visits to it had become a very pleasant habit during 
the eight years that she lived at Lourdes after the 
apparitions. 

The way to the Massabieille rocks, first trodden 
by this child, was becoming wider and wider under 
the footsteps of crowds attracted by fame. It was 
soon to become one of the most frequented roads 
of the world. 
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REALITY OF THE APPARITIONS 

The sincerity of Bernadette — Her simplicity and disinterestedness 
— Her persuasive frankness — Circumstances which prove her 
good faith — Her assertion on her death-bed — Bernadette and 
hallucination — The temperament and piety of Bernadette 
were antagonistic to the idea of hallucination — Comparison 
between Bernadette's visions and hallucinations before, during, 
and after the visions — Necessary conclusions. 



So far we have avoided interrupting our narrative 
by any critical reflection or discussion, but now 
we will investigate matters closely. 

Are the events which took place at Massabieille 
historical facts, or are they merely a pleasing romance 
to afford food for naïve and pious souls ? 

The question is a serious one deserving attentive 
consideration, whatever may be our first impressions. 
To put it on one side because of an obstinate pre- 
judice against the supernatural, is a deplorable 
method, unworthy of a fair-minded antagonist. 
Was Bernadette in good faith when she told her 
tale, and, if in good faith, was she not the dupe of 
her vivid imagination ? This we must honestly try 
to find out. For if Bernadette was sincere, and if 
she was not self-deceived, her evidence must be 
accepted as proving the supernatural reality of the 
apparition. 

Let us carefully examine both these points, 
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The Sincerity of Bernadette 

Even those who are most loth to admit the 
divine nature of the visions at Massabieille seldom 
contest the sincerity of the seer. 

Indeed it is hardly possible to doubt it. How 
could this little child of the people, so simple and 
ignorant and modest, who never showed the least 
desire to take advantage of her successes, play such 
a comedy knowingly, without hitch or lack of 
memory and in spite of so many obstacles ? At the 
time she could not even read, she had not been able 
to make her first Communion, and her intelligence 
was beneath that of other children of her age. She 
could not speak French, but expressed herself in the 
patois of her country. 

Evidently hers was not the brain to conceive 
such a gigantic project to mystify the world. Be- 
sides, why should she wish so to do ? Let us dwell 
a little on her extraordinary disinterestedness. She 
never, even from vanity, took advantage of her 
visions. She would willingly have avoided the 
numerous visitors who soon crowded around her to 
hear the story from her own lips, and it was purely 
out of obedience to the good nuns who kept her that 
she received them at the hospital. One day an 
attack of asthma kept her in bed, and some one 
condoled with her on the fact. 

“ Oh, don’t pity me,” she said ; “ I like this far 
better than being in the parlour.” With regard to 
the numberless presents which were offered her, 
nothing could ever persuade her to accept a single 
one. And, what was still more remarkable, her 
family showed absolutely the same disinterestedness. 
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And yet the Soubirous were actually in need of 
bread. Touched by the sight of the wan faces 
which betrayed such abject poverty, their rich 
visitors generously opened their purses, but they 
always had to shut them up again, for it was im- 
possible to overcome the unwavering resistance of 
such proud poverty. Well-to-do Bearnese peasants 
often came with baskets full of choice provisions, to 
make offerings to the celestial apparition in the 
person of the needy visionary. But these good 
people always went away with their baskets un- 
touched and full of astonishment that so poverty- 
stricken a family persisted in refusing the good 
things they were offered . 1 

As for Bernadette, one day she was at the house 
of M. Estrade who tells the story, when a dis- 
tinguished foreigner, a lady, came there to see her . 2 

In going away the stranger embraced her 
effusively, and put a gold coin into the apron of the 
little peasant. The child jumped up with a bound, 
as if a burning coal had touched her, and the coin 
fell to the ground. She picked it up at once, a 
little confused at her brusque movement, and re- 
turned it to the charitable lady with her excuses. 
No entreaties could prevail on her to take it back. 

All those who came in contact with this child 
living in extreme misery were much struck by her 
absolute contempt for money. During the retreat 
she made in preparation for her first Communion, a 
rich lady, who was staying at Lourdes, tried in vain 
to have a moment’s conversation with her. She 
managed, however, to succeed on the eve of the feast. 

1 Dozous, La Grotte de Lourdes, pp. 94-96. 

2 Les Apparitions de Lourdes, p. 285. 
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The next day, in a letter to Mgr. Laurence, M. 
Peyramale, the parish priest at Lourdes, wrote as 
follows : — 

“ Yesterday evening, after vespers at the convent, 
the strange lady saw Bernadette. She tried very 
hard to make her accept some money, but the 
child absolutely refused, with a feeling of wounded 
dignity. 

“In the moral order it is the greatest pheno- 
menon to see this child of the people, so poor that 
she is often in need of bread, refuse with so much 
dignity the offers she receives .” 1 

Dr. Dozous, in his turn, wrote : “ Humble and 
modest child, detached from earthly goods, allow a 
man who has had the happy privilege of tending 
your health, at one time delicate, allow him to speak 
of your poverty. You might have, had you so 
wished, become powerful in the possession of the 
gold which was held before your eyes, yet without 
dazzling them. Let me tell those who have so much 
calumniated you what I have often witnessed myself. 
You were poor, but you did not choose to emerge 
from your poverty by accepting the profuse gifts of 
all kinds offered you by the good souls attracted to 
the place of your prayers .” 2 

It was, then, neither cupidity nor pride which led 
her to play the part she did, even if, which was im- 
possible, the idea had germinated in the narrow brain 
of this ignorant child. 

Besides which, for all those who heard her speak, 
her tone could leave no room for doubting her sin- 
cerity. One day, unfavourably impressed by her 

1 Records of the Grotto, Lourdes. 

2 Work quoted, p. 94. 
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goings-on in the Grotto, M. Clarens, director of the 
High School at Lourdes, went to see her parents to 
question them. He went in a thoroughly sceptical 
frame of mind. 

But the “ indifference with which Bernadette 
spoke to me,” he wrote, “the natural charm of her 
narrative, the confident tone of her replies, the 
naivete of her remarks quite shook my previous 
convictions. Go and see her, you who are so in- 
tellectual, and you will not come away without 
being overwhelmed.” 1 

The imperial procurator himself did not escape 
the effects of her charm. In a note which he has 
left of the cross-examination he made her undergo, 
he thus, expresses himself: “When she spoke, her 
naïve language, her soft and firm accent, won the 
confidence of those who listened. The charm of 
her countenance was all the more pleasing and 
touching on account of its frankness.” 

And speaking of himself in the third person, 
M. Dutour adds : “ Although somewhat prejudiced, 
the imperial procurator, after seeing and hearing 
Bernadette, on February 21st, shared, not without 
serious reason, the opinion of the majority as to the 
child’s sincerity.” Henceforth he believed in her, 
and never again did he imagine for a moment that 
she was an impostor. 2 

We have seen how the municipal authority tried 
to prevent the people from assembling round the 
Grotto. 

His efforts having fallen through, M. Massy, the 

1 La Grotte mystérieuse de Lourdes, &c., in N. Z), de Lourdes , by 
Père Cros, pp. 88, 89. 

* Cros, ibid . pp. 52, 53. 
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prefect of Tarbes, had a brilliant idea; namely, to 
suppress the visions by suppressing the visionary. 

He wrote, then, on March 25th to the Mayor of 
Lourdes to have Bernadette examined by a medical 
jury, and if the jury found her to be subject to 
hallucinations — which, of course, he thought would 
be the inevitable result — to shut her up, if possible, 
in a lunatic asylum. The three members of this 
tribunal were carefully chosen from among those 
who had hitherto declared the existence of halluci- 
nation to be certain, but who had never been to 
Massabieille. Six days after, the report was ready 
and signed. 

The investigators had subjected the simple child 
to a long, minute, insidious, and hostile examination. 
Her clear, frank replies surprised and touched them. 
Of course they could not see, and they did not see 
in her ecstasies anything but the effects of a sickly 
imagination. Their conclusions were drawn before- 
hand. They even risked an explanation of the 
phenomenon which creates a smile nowadays, but 
their good faith did not permit of their finding in 
the condition of the supposed invalid anything 
which authorised her being sent away. They some- 
what overstretched the limits of their mission, and 
loyally declared that her “sincerity did not appear 
doubtful.” 

This is the point to be made a note of and 
remembered 1 Their appreciation as to the nature 
of the apparitions was entirely due to their philo- 
sophical opinions. Some of them modified their 
views shortly afterwards. But the sincerity of the 
child is a fact which the evidence of opponents, 
given after so minute an examination, ought to 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



REALITY OF THE APPARITIONS 2» 



render definitely assured. Moreover, the assertions 
of Bernadette were made in a way which prohibits 
any fear of bad faith. She had no intention of 
going to Massabieille, the day on which the first 
vision took place. It happened that as they left 
the town the three children met Mme. Cazaux, who 
was washing near the Pont Vieux. “ They said to 
me,” she relates, “ * Tata, where shall we find some 
dry wood?’ I replied: ‘Near the little wood at 
Massabieille.’” 

It would be necessary to cross the field belonging 
to M. de la Fitte, who had lately had some trees 
felled. Mme. Cazaux assured them that they would 
find plenty of branches there too, but Bernadette 
did not wish to go lest they should be taken for 
thieves. However, her two companions quickly 
passed over the bridge, and Bernadette had to 
follow. 1 

Thus she reached, almost against her will, the 
spot where she was to taste the sweetness of ecstasy. 
Never has an event been less premeditated, more 
spontaneous, or more evidently unexpected by any 
heroine. 

Yet the celestial scene, which she had never had 
the slightest idea of contemplating, became an actual 
fact which nothing could prevent her from relating 
with assurance and absolute clearness. They tried 
to trip her up by subtle questions, and to make her 
contradict herself in her story, but without success. 
This child, usually so dull, seemed sharp and decided 
on this subject. Sure of herself, her ingenuous 
frankness pervaded her replies with a decision and 
good sense that disconcerted the cleverness of the 

1 See the evidence in Cros, Notre Dame de Lourde*, pp. 12, IS. 
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interrogators. Even the police superintendent, ac- 
customed as he was to intricate examinations, was 
obliged to admit that he was powerless to embarrass 
her sincerity. 

One day a Roman noble asked her some insig- 
nificant details with the purpose of making her 
contradict herself. As always, she passed through 
the trial with perfect ease. The stranger returned 
several times to the charge. Finally raising his 
voice as if to frighten her by his assurance, he said 
roughly : 

“You pretend that you have seen the Blessed 
Virgin : well, I tell you, that you have not seen her.” 

This disturbed her usual calmness, and she replied 
hotly : “ I have seen her — yes, I have seen her, and 
seen her well too.” 

“ How did you see her ? ” replied the stranger. 

Bernadette, who was just beginning to talk 
French, replied with a delightful lack of grammar : 

“ Je l’ai vue avec mes œils.” 

After this long cross-examination, the Italian 
avowed himself vanquished, and was touched, even 
to tears, when he left her, declaring that she was 
“ the earthly messenger of a heavenly queen .” 1 

Shortly afterwards the Bishop of Tarbes formed 
a commission to make an official investigation of 
the marvellous happenings in the Grotto. This 
commission first sat five months after the last 
apparition. 

First of all, the Mass of the Holy Ghost was sung 
in the parish church ; then Bernadette was sent for, 
and publicly subjected to a long examination. The 

1 Dozous, work already quoted, p. 88. This Italian was called 
Rafaello Ginnasi. 
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precision and simplicity of her replies much touched 
the commission. The president inquired if she could 
swear as to the truth of her assertion. 

She pondered a moment, and, with a religious 
seriousness which struck all those present, she raised 
her hand before God, and said firmly, “ I swear.” 

During eight years — that is, as long as she re- 
mained at Lourdes after her visions — Bernadette 
was questioned in a thousand ways, by thousands 
of different visitors, as many as twenty times a day. 
All sorts of objections were brought forward. She 
was made to give an infinity of details ; all kinds of T^ 
traps were laid for her ; but never once did any one 
succeed in making her contradict herself, or even j 
hesitate, as do those who do not tell the truth when 
they have to speak often on the same subject, and 
especially when they are being tried. 

Bernadette came through her trials gloriously. 
When the hour of death came, she did not have 
to retract a single word. It was on December 12, 
1878, twenty years after the visions at Massabieille, 
that, represented by the delegates of the Bishops 
of Tarbes and Nevers, the Church wished to in- 
terrogate the visionary for the last time at the hour 
when the thought of soon appearing before God 
should inspire so deeply religious a mind with a 
horror of lying. Bernadette was unable to leave 
the infirmary of the Convent of Saint Gildard ; she 
was stretched on the bed of suffering from which 
she was never again to rise. The Superior- General 
and her assistants were all around her when the 
episcopal representatives began their important 
interrogation. 

By a remarkable exception, the sick person now 
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seemed quite happy to speak about the wonders 
which had ravished her. In her harmonious 
Pyrenean language she retold the words of the 
Immaculate Virgin, and she described what she had 
seen, as she had done so many times before. In the 
presence of death, under the shadow of the Sovereign 
Judge before whom she was soon to appear, the 
evidence of the nun echoed the evidence of the 
child, adding to it the sanction of the grave and of 
eternity. 

Bernadette died saying : “ I saw her — yes, I saw 
her.” 

The Visions of Bernadette and Hallucinations 

But if her good faith is certain, if no one 
doubts, and if it is impossible to doubt that she 
believed she really saw and heard what she de- 
clares she saw and heard, was she not the victim 
of an illusion which she afterwards innocently 
caused others to share? According to those who 
reject the supernatural reality of the apparitions, 
Bernadette was the plaything of a nervous tem- 
perament which produced in her hallucinations of 
sight and sound. If the reader has heard incredu- 
lous people talking about Lourdes, he can bear 
witness to the fact that this is the only reason 
on which they establish their negation. They 
cannot find, or think of any other . 1 

1 We need not mention here a fable referring to the name of 
an honourable family of Lourdes. This tale is not only false and 
unlikely, but ridiculous, and does not deserve a place in a serious 
discussion. Still, if the reader wishes to be informed, he may 
refer to Note I., p. 289, in the Appendix; and to p. 361 of the 
French edition of this work, Histoire Critique des Evènements de 
Lourdes, pub. Rue Bonaparte, 90, Paris. 
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This brings us to the very heart of the dis- 
cussion. It must be conducted with absolute im- 
partiality and without prejudice, just as if we had 
to establish, or otherwise, the historic reality of 
any celebrated event, such, for example, as the 
battle of Bouvines or the passing of the Rubicon 
by Caesar. 

A Catholic may freely discuss the matter, pro- 
vided he do so in a spirit of humble submissiveness 
to the guidance already given, or hereafter to be 
given, by Holy Church. 



The Temperament and the Piety of Bernadette were 
not conducive to HcdhuAnations 




To be under the influence of a nervous tem- 
perament, the first condition is evidently — to have 
a nervous temperament. Was this the case with 
Bernadette ? 

We know that she suffered from asthma, but we 
know of no other disease. There is no indication 
whatever to prove that her nerves were weak. 
It is needless to bring forward her visions, for this 
is the very question : To know whether her visions 
had any relation whatever to her nerves. She 
never presented any of the symptoms to be found 
in neurotic people either before or after the events 
at Massabieille. On the contrary, her character was 
peaceful, healthy, and with nothing resembling mor- 
bidity. She liked to play with other children of her 
own age, and her good spirits never left her. 

When she was at Nevers, the chaplain remarked 
that when her asthma left her she was as gay and 
lively as a child. 

c 
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“ She would run and jump in the garden,” he 
said. “ She was naturally gay, and with a gaiety 
that was simple and frank and childlike .” 1 

Let us add that the exaltation of which she must 
be accused— if she be accused — would be religious 
exaltation, since it resulted in religious hallucinations. 
But her piety when she enjoyed her heavenly 
visions was no more than that of other children 
of her age. She had not even made her first 
Communion, nor consequently followed those re- 
ligious exercises whereby children are prepared for 
this great day of their lives. And as she did not 
know how to read, she had only studied the cate- 
chism with great difficulty. At Bartrès, where she 
passed the preceding year, Mme. Aravant, her 
foster-mother, tried of an evening to teach her 
the rudiments. 

“ But,” said the improvised professor later on, 
with an affectionate smile, “ it was in vain I re- 
peated my lessons. It was no good, and I had 
always to begin again. Sometimes I got very 
impatient, and I would throw the book on one 
side, saying: ‘Get along then, you will never be 
anything but a silly and an ignoramus.’ ” 2 

Such was Bernadette’s religious and mental 
attitude when Our Lady appeared to her for the 
first time. It can hardly be pretended that it 
was one which paved the way to mystical over- 
excitement of any kind. Besides, she never had 
the slightest tendency to mysticism except during 
that period of her life which followed her ecstasies. 

1 See Cros, Nôtre Dame de Lourdes , p. 324. See also Appendix, 
Note II., p. 290, for the evidence of her doctor. Dr. Robert Saint-Cyr, 

2 Estrade, Les Apparitions de Lourdes, p. 27. 
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If there is any special epoch of a child’s life when 
the symptoms of an extraordinary piety are re- 
vealed, it is during the preparation for the first 
Communion. But during this time there was to 
be found nothing in Bernadette’s behaviour which 
distinguished her from the rest of her companions; 
no unusual emotion or exceptional recollection ; she 
had her distractions, and was wilful just like the 
others. Later, when living with the Sisters at the 
Home, her devotion was simple and straightforward 
without attracting attention. Sister Victorine, who 
had especial charge of her, said with regard to this 
time : 

“ Her piety was very ordinary during several 
years. One day I said to her: ‘At your age you 
ought to go to the chapel and meditate a little; 
and she replied, * Oh, I don’t know how to 
meditate.’ ” 1 

Such was this simple soul of a shepherd girl! 
Not only was she not inclined to mystical con- 
templation, but she had neither the faculty nor 
the taste to reflect even for a few moments on a 
dogmatic or moral truth. It may well be admitted, 
that she could not be a less suitable subject for 
religious hallucination. Her even temperament 
preserved her from hallucination in general, and if 
she had any tendency that way, the directness of 
her soul would have prevented her from mixing 
religion with her sick dreams. To have religious 
hallucination, she would have had to go against both 
her physical and her moral dispositions. 

Even then, what would have been their source ? 
Whence would such hallucinations have come ? 

1 Cros, work quoted, p. 212. 
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It is thus both a great error and a great injustice 
to compare Bernadette with deluded persons, such 
as are found in hospitals. 

To begin with, the deluded in hospitals are 
subjects for psychological experiments, and to obtain 
these subjects it is necessary to choose natures with 
peculiarly excitable nerves. By-the-by, we must 
point out that children are very seldom subject to 
hallucination. Generally the experiments are made 
on women, and the most nervous among young 
girls, people whose brains are really diseased, and 
who are wanting in equilibrium. 

These same subjects have, moreover, to undergo 
a long course of preparation, and their sickly dis- 
positions are carefully developed by methodical treat- 
ment. Only then do these unhappy people become 
possessed of hallucinations which resemble real 
visions, but are nevertheless very different. What 
can there be in common between these poor sick 
folk, whose disease has been purposely cultivated, 
so to speak, and the little peasant girl of the 
Pyrenees, the simple child of nature with her calm 
nerves, and an imagination as quiet as her nerves ? 

In order to obtain certain sounds, certain appro- 
priate instruments are necessary. The same with 
hallucinations. To have them, a certain predis- 
position is necessary which Bernadette did not 
possess, either physically or morally. She was not 
the instrument capable of producing such peculiar 
notes or playing such vain melodies. 

• ••••• 

We will now study the chief characteristics of 
hallucination. They are well known, for all physio- 
logical works published for the last fifty years have 
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enumerated them. We shall consult experts on 
the subject, and then compare the symptoms of 
hallucination with those that predominate in the 
visions of Bernadette. 

The conclusion will follow logically. It will be 
a question of either identity or absolute difference. 
To make the argument clearer, these characteristics 
will be considered as they manifested themselves 
before, during, and after the events in question. 



Before the Vision 

On February 18, 1858, the day of the third 
apparition, Bernadette related how the heavenly 
being she had seen had asked her to return during 
a fortnight, proving that she believed she would 
enjoy the vision another fourteen times. 

Now this is quite contrary to the laws of halluci^ 1 
nation. People subject to such do not prophesy 
as to what they may see or hear; such a case has. 
never been heard of. Their conviction, if they 
have any at all, is that they will always see what 
they see, and what they cannot help seeing. Not a 
shadow of a doubt enters their mind, for their very 
organism convinces them. 

Moreover to return every day for a fortnight, 
as she did, the seer must have had a very excellent 
memory, perfect docility, and an exact and clear 
knowledge as to what she had to do, and as to 
where she had to do it, all things of which a deluded 
visionary is incapable. 

• • • • • • 

Add to this the fact that a combination of 
certain conditions is indispensable to hallucination. 
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With Bernadette, however, the vision took place 
in a variety of circumstances. 

. It cannot be objected that the youthful visionary 
needed the influence of a crowd, for on February 
11th, the first day, she was alone. Nor was solitude 
necessary. On March 4th she was hemmed in, on all 
sides, by fifteen to twenty thousand spectators. 

As a rule the vision appeared after Bernadette 
had prayed, kneeling for a few moments, but on 11th 
February it appeared suddenly, and without warning, 
while the child was taking off her shoes and stockings. 
On March 25th, too, when she arrived at the Grotto, 
she found that it was already illuminated by the 
apparition, which was standing there, and waiting 
for her, in a halo of light. 

The doctors of Prefect Massy, wishing to come 
to the desired conclusion that it was all hallucination 
and illusion, found means to mention “a reflection 
of light ” which doubtless struck the young girl. It 
is sufficient to be acquainted with the Grotto to know 
that the sun’s rays never touch it — least of all, if 
possible at all, in February. Had a reflection fallen 
on the niche between noon and one o’clock — when 
the first apparition took place — the same could not 
have happened at all hours of the day without the 
spectators, when there were any, observing the fact. 
And Bernadette saw Our Lady at all hours — towards 
midday, as the first time ; a little before Vespers, as 
the second; more often very early in the morning 
and towards evening, as in the last apparition. She 
saw her as she herself stood upright on the right 
bank of the mill stream, on her knees before the 
Grotto, walking in the Grotto, or as when the muni- 
cipality had erected barriers from the right bank, 
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not of the canal, but of the Gave, which was some 
little distance farther away. 

Thus there were no conditions necessary to her 
visions, which is the contrary of what happens in the 
. dreams of delusionaries. 

• ••••• 

Still more striking, perhaps, is the fact that, when 
the usual conditions were there, the vision did not 
necessarily appear. Take a delusionary, put her in a 
certain place, a certain position, and under a certain 
influence. It is as if you pressed an electric button ; 
hallucination follows immediately. But the visions 
of Bernadette were in no way so mechanical. Thus 
for four successive days she had enjoyed the beauti- 
ful apparition which was like a foretaste of heaven 
to her. On Monday, February 22nd, she hurried 
to Massabieille happy in the thought of seeing it 
again. It had ever seemed to her “as if an in- 
visible barrier had prevented her from going” to 
the Home where her parents had wished her to 
go, whilst a mysterious power had gently drawn her 
to the rock. 

Had there been spontaneous suggestion, it 
would seem that this was the moment for it to 
take effect. She knelt down hurriedly, at the spot 
where she had knelt the day before. The crowd 
surrounded her as before. She began to pray as 
usual, and looked longingly at the briar bush. But 
in vain ; she had to rise at length and declare that 
“ the Lady had not come.” 

The following day the vision returned, and after 
that every day until March 8rd. On March 8rd 
Bernadette knelt and prayed as she had prayed the 
day before, and the day before that, but the niche 
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remained dark and empty to her, and her face was 
not lit up in ecstasy. Yet the fortnight during 
which the child expected the apparition was not yet 
up. However, as the facts go to prove, the appari- 
tion did not depend in any way on Bernadette’s will, 
or desire, or expectations. 

On March 4th, the apparition returned. The 
“Lady” disappeared without saying good-bye, as 
Bernadette naïvely said, so she hoped to see her 
again. In this hope she came back again and again 
to Massabieille, but it was not until March 25th 
that she had another vision. After this, twelve 
days passed before the apparition came again, and 
then three long months, when, on July 16th, it 
returned for the last time. As long as Bernadette 
remained at Lourdes she made it her habit to go 
and pray daily at the Grotto, but she never saw 
the vision again. 

This is hardly the way in which hallucinations are 
manifested. There is a fatality about the latter 
which is wanting in the visions of Lourdes, which 
took place no matter how varied the attendant 
conditions, or did not take place even when the 
usual conditions prevailed . 1 

1 These considerations very much disconcerted the three doc- 
tors who were entrusted to find Bernadette fit for an asylum. 
In 1878, two of these doctors were dead, but the third, Dr. 
Balencie, wrote : “ We could discover nothing fraudulent in Berna- 
dette, but we were disconcerted at the continuity of her visions. 
We could not accept the hypothesis of hallucination because of 
the variety, and yet, at the same time, the unity of the phenomena 
in the different apparitions. Neither could we understand why the 
same person, in the same place and under the same conditions, 
had twice (during the fortnight) been unable to see what she 
had seen so many other times." — V. Cros, Notre Dame de Lourdes , 

p. 168. 
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During the Vision 

We will now consider the events in themselves 
and the manner in which they happened. 

With delusionaries the imagination always remains 
somewhat hazy and vague. The forms which they 
see are misty and, partially at least, undetermined. 
But the visions of Bernadette present absolute 
precision in the smallest details. The eyes of the. 
mysterious being who speaks to her from the rock, 
her face, her hands, her feet, her dress, veil, girdle, 
and rosary, all leave an impression which is fresh, 
clear, and settled. The visionary can, and does, 
describe everything. The length of the veil, the 
manner in which it is arranged on the head and the 
way in which it falls over the shoulders, the colour 
of the girdle, of the rosary beads and the chain, all 
is observed with minute exactness, nothing remains 
confused or indefinite. This is the first difference be- 
tween the two states, and it is a very considerable one. 

Another difference is that in the one case all 
the faculties of the subject are completely absorbed, 
whilst in the other the mind remains self-possessed. 
Left to herself, the delusionary remains fixed in the 
disordered impression received; she is incapable of 
judgment or self-control, her activity is suspended 
except on one single point. 

Notice how differently the little visionary of 
Massabieille acts. Whilst enjoying her vision she 
throws holy water towards the briar bush, she 
speaks to her companions, she holds out her candle 
to be relighted by the nearest person each time that 
she notices it has gone out, she leaves her place, 
approaches the rock, and then goes back again. At 
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the time of the discovery of the spring, the appari- 
tion having told her to drink at the Source, she 
moves first towards the Gave because she sees no 
source, then she returns to the Grotto hearing 
herself called, hesitates a moment, and, obeying a 
sign made by the mysterious vision, she goes back 
to the left, and there seeks the spring from which 
she is to drink. All these movements are natural, 
reasonable, and varied. They are not the result of 
one ruling idea inspiring a kind of automaton as 
is hallucination. 

Another difference between hallucinations and 
Bernadette’s visions is that, whilst the latter have 
produced great effects, the former are always without 
result. The delusionary discovers nothing in her 
sickly dreams, she creates nothing either in her 
imagination or in her intellect, she does not invent, 
she only remembers. The phantasm she sees is 
composed of parts already known to her. At the 
most, her excited mentality can only put together, 
more or less grotesquely, some ancient elements 
collected in her memory; she is lucky if, left to 
herself, she does not engender the ridiculous mouse 
described by Horace. 

The visions of Massabieille are quite different. 
First Bernadette, in her ecstasy, learns things which 
she did not know before. For instance, she hears the 
apparition say to her : — 

“ I am the Immaculate Conception .” 

She had never heard the word before, and her 
naïve simplicity did not understand the profound 
dogma which the word contained . 1 

1 V. Fourcade, Secretary to the Commission of Inquiry, 
L'Apparition a la Grotte de Lourdes, p. 38. Tarbes, 1868. 
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It was at this time that, being afraid of forgetting 
this expression which was so unfamiliar to her, and 
yet wishing to carry it faithfully to the parish priest 
of Lourdes, she repeated it over and over again to 
herself as she went. But she repeated it all wrong. 1 

The afternoon of the same day she went to see 
M. Estrade, to whom she related the events of the 
morning. 

“When she had finished speaking,” says M. 
Estrade, “ my sister corrected the word * Conception * 
which she had so distorted. The child turned to my 
sister, and with embarrassed air asked : 

“ But, Mademoiselle, what do the words mean, 

‘ I am the Immaculate Conception ’ ? ” * 

These words were, as we have already said, as 
the divine echo of the papal definition of 1854._;^ 
Thus the little Soubirous girl discovered, without 
knowing it, a new weapon for contemporary apolo- 
getics. She had discovered, or rather she had seen, 
a new type of Madonna, and a type as beautiful, if 
not more beautiful, than the most famous Virgins 
of the Renaissance artists. 

The good child had never seen, either at Lourdes 
or at Bartrès, the only places in the world that she 
knew, any statue which in the least resembled the 
vision that she described. Every detail was re- 
vealed to her, and if this be not admitted, it must 
be at least admitted that she created everything 
herself, a fact which would be contrary to every 
scientific observation of hallucination. 

I maintain that Bernadette’s Madonna was as 
remarkable for beauty as for novelty. It must not 

1 She pronounced it Concheption, or in her patois, covn-chedsiou. 

2 Work quoted above, p. 149. 
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be judged entirely from the marble statue which the 
sculptor Fabisch executed according to her descrip- 
tion, and which is to be seen in the niche of the 
Grotto above the wild rose . 1 

Either because of the impossibility for any artist 
to attain an ideal, even his own, as M. Fabisch re- 
marked, or because of the incapacity of the poor 
child to find adequate words of description in her 
plebeian language, the marble was not the faithful 
portrait of the vision which she had always kept 
before her mind. When she saw it she cried out : 

“ It is beautiful, but it is not she. Oh no, the 
difference is as great as between heaven and earth ! ” 
But what her words could not express, her voice 
and manner, whenever she spoke about it, conveyed 
more perfectly. It was charming to see her, as 
M. Fabisch tells us. 

“ I never saw anything so beautiful,” he wrote 
to his family, “ as when I asked her how Our Lady 
looked when she said, ‘ I am the Immaculate Con- 
ception.' She rose with great simplicity, joined her 
hands, and raised her eyes to heaven. Neither Fra 
Angelico, nor Perugini, nor Raphael, has ever pro- 
duced anything so sweet and at the same time so 
deep as the look of this simple young girl.” 

It was not by mere chance either ; it was really 
the image of the heavenly reality of which she carried 
the exact and charming souvenir in her heart. For 
later the sculptor wrote : — 

1 This statue was presented by the Misses de Lacour of Lyons. 
It cost 7000 francs. M. Fabisch, who was entrusted with its exe- 
cution, was Professor of Sculpture at the School of Art in Lyons. 
He had already made the statue which is on the spire of N. D. 
de Fourvière. The statue of N. D. de Lourdes was solemnly 
inaugurated on April 4, I860. It is made of Carrara marble. 
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“ As long as I live I shall never forget her charm- 
ing expression. I have often seen in Italy and else- 
where the masterpieces of great men, of those who 
have excelled in the portrayal of divine love and 
ecstasy; in none have I found so much sweetness 
and charm. Each time I have asked Bernadette 
for this pose, the same expression has changed, 
illuminated, and transfigured her.” 

Another time M. Fabisch said : “ Bernadette 
again showed me how the Blessed Virgin looked 
when she said, am the Immaculate Conception . .’ 
It is enough to make one cry.” 

We can defy all the doctors in all the hospitals 
in the world, who have most used and abused hal- 
lucinatory experiments, to indicate any artistic chef- 
dœuvre reproduced by the most marvellous of their 
subjects from the simple remembrance of what had 
happened during an attack. 

There is thus a vast difference between halluci- 
nation and Bernadette’s visions. This is still better 
seen in comparing the after effects of the manifesta- 
tions of either state. 



After the Vision 

Consider the character of a delusionary; she is 
bad-tempered, irritable, obstinate, proud, selfish, and 
without family affection. In short, hallucination is 
an evil weed which lowers and weakens moral life. 

This is certainly not what happened with Berna- 
dette. She remained a gentle and obedient child. 
After the first apparition her mother forbade her to 
return to Massabieille : the prohibition hurt her, but 
she obeyed. If she returned three days after, it was 
because she had asked and obtained permission. 
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Among her companions none was more lively or 
more modest. It was a veritable penance for her to 
be obliged to describe to visitors who pressed around 
her the heavenly spectacle she had witnessed. 

Instead of dwelling sadly on morose and peculiar 
ideas, this delicate and frail creature seemed to pass 
through the world like a bird of passage gaily 
carolling in its flight through the air. She always 
preserved her childish gaiety. Her visions, far from 
injuring her moral state, helped her so mucfy that 
she easily mounted beyond the ordinary life to the 
serene heights of the cloister. 

Hallucination lowers and degrades its victims; 
Bernadette’s visions raised and ennobled her. 

• ••••• 

And this double effect, this contrary effect, may 
be observed both in the mind and in the character of 
the subject, for it penetrates to its very depths. Let 
us take, for instance, in order to enhance the value 
of the comparison, a girl who is subject to hallucina- 
tions. Make her speak about her dreams. She will 
quickly show that her brain is disordered. What she 
says or writes is a tissue of quotations and predic- 
tions without any logical connection. The phrases 
are incomprehensible, the sentences incomplete, the 
words unfinished, and the whole spells incoherency. 

But with Bernadette the effect is just the oppo- 
site. After the apparitions her mind remained 
perfectly healthy and balanced. Still more, nature 
had endowed her with a very mediocre intelligence, 
but on the subject of Massabieille she was always full 
of vivacity and common sense. The phenomenon is 
certainly very strange, but it is impossible to deny it, 
for it has been expressly stated by those who knew her. 
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“ When any one spoke to her about the Grotto 
and the events connected with it,” says M. Estrade, 
“she was no longer the same; she replied with a 
charm and a pointedness that fascinated those who 
were questioning her.” 1 

M. Estrade quotes several examples of this fact. 

Thus, while delusionaries rave especially about 
the object of their hallucinations, Bernadette was 
particularly clear and reasonable about what she had 
seen. Surely one cannot expect a greater contrast. 

• ••••• 

Then again, this mental derangement which takes 
place after hallucination always goes on increasing 
and generally ends in madness. Dr. Voisin, of the 
Salpétrière, has formally declared this to be the case. 
He assures us that a child could not undergo what 
he terms the hallucinations of Bernadette without 
the brain giving way. And he boldly concludes 
that Bernadette must necessarily have become mad. 
He adds, what is more serious, that she really did 
become mad, and that it was necessary to shut her 
up in a convent. 

This statement contains a medical principle and 
an historical fact. As regards the principle, Dr. 
Voisin was better informed than any one ; as to the 
fact, he overshot the mark and was grievously mis- 
taken. This he was made well aware of, for the 
Bishop of Nevers, in whose diocese Bernadette then 
was, defied him to prove his assertion, and proposed 
that he should personally question the person he 
calumniated. But Dr. Voisin, recognising his error, 
was careful not to accept. 

Consulted by one of his brother doctors on the 

1 Les Apparitions de Lourdes , p. 280. 
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subject of the learned professor’s statement, Dr. 
Robert Saint-Cyr, president of doctors at Nevers, 
extolled the common sense and goodness of Berna- 
dette (then Sister Marie-Bemard), whose doctor he 
was, and he added : “You see, my dear fellow, that 
this young sister is far from being out of her mind. 
I say more, her calm, simple, and sweet nature would 
quite prevent such a thing from happening.” 1 

But Dr. Voisin’s evidence, though faulty, is 
very precious. For it proves that, according to this 
eminent alienist, Bernadette must inevitably have 
gone mad if her visions had been hallucinations. 
But Bernadette did not go mad. On the contrary, 
her mind remained perfectly well balanced, and even 
became more developed. 

We must therefore conclude that her visions were, 
not hallucinations. 

Finally, to complete a comparison, which should 
rather be called a contrast, let us remark that Bema- 
, dette’s visions were accompanied by material and 
j tangible results which prove their supernatural reality. 

■ Nothing of the kind happens in the case of hallu- 
Lcination. 

We recall, first of all, the discovery of the spring 
during one of the apparitions. Bernadette could 
not have known, and no one knew, that a spring 
existed in the Grotto. There was absolutely no 
trace of it. As soon as the critics at Lourdes heard 
mention of a spring they immediately became trium- 
phant. This was quite sufficient evidence to prove 
that Bernadette was mad. No one had ever heard 
of the existence of such a spring. 

1 See Appendix, Note II., p. 290 ; also p. 362, Fr. ed. 
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However, Bernadette saw the sign made her by 
the apparition to go to the left of the Grotto. Not 
finding a single drop of water, for the ground was 
quite dry, she scooped out the earth with her fingers. 
The water began to well up slowly at first, then 
quickly increase in volume, and in a few days was 
the celebrated spring which we admire. 1 

These facts are incontestable ; they were witnessed 
by thousands, and are definitely reported in local 
papers antagonistic to the visions. 

Well, show us, then, a delusionary who ever 
accomplished the like. Hallucination lessens the 
mental powers instead of increasing them until they 
become capable of miraculous insight. The "spring 
is a sign of the reality of the apparition, given to 
the spectators and to the world. 

There exists yet another sign. The first affected 
the mind of the visionary, the second her pure body. 
It happened on April 7, 1858, at the seventeenth 
apparition, when Dr. Dozous was present. He him- 
self has related the scene. 

“ Bernadette was on her knees, fervently reciting 
her prayers. Her rosary was in her left hand, and 
in her right she held a blessed candle which was 
alight. Just as she was beginning to ascend, on her 
knees as usual, she suddenly stopped, and placed 
the lighted candle under the finger of her left hand. 
The fingers were sufficiently apart to allow the flame 
to pass through. A strong draught made the flame 
bum more brightly, but I could not see any sign of 
burning on the skin. 

“Astonished at this strange occurrence, I pre- 
vented any one from stopping her, and, taking my 
1 Sec supra , ch. i. p. 17. 

D 
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watch, I observed her in this position for a quarter 
of an hour. Her prayers finished, and the trans- 
figuration of her face having ceased, Bernadette rose, 
and was about to leave the Grotto. I retained her 
a moment, and asked her to show me her left hand, 
which I examined most carefully. There was not 
the slightest trace of a burn. I then begged the 
person who had taken the candle to relight it, and 
to give it to me. I placed it several times under 
Bernadette’s left hand ; she quickly moved it away, 
saying, ‘ You are burning me.’ I relate this fact as 
I saw it, as many people who were close to Berna- 
dette also saw it. I relate it as it happened, without 
explaining it.” 

It is impossible to explain without admitting 
supernatural intervention. We may add that it 
happened several times. Estrade saw it happeu 
towards the end of February. The fingers of the 
visionary were resting on the flame of the candle. 
At the sight of this, all those present seemed to 
become dazed, and Mlle. Estrade could not help 
calling out: “But take the candle away; you see 
the child is burning herself .” 1 

But she was not burning herself, and here is the 
wonder. We must make ourselves understood. We 
do not say that Bernadette did not feel the flame ; 
we say that the flame did not burn her. A nervous 
state may cause insensibility, but it could not prevent 
fire from consuming the flesh with which it comes 
into contact. Of all the experiments made with 
neurotics — and there have been many — no one has 
ever come across a similar occurrence. It is the 
law of nature that the skin tissues and bones are 

1 Estrade, Les Apparitions , p. 152. 
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destroyed by the power of the flames which attack 
them, whether insensibility exists or not. A corpse 
is insensible, but it cannot resist the action of the 
flame which reduces it to ashes. 

Once more, where is the delusionary who can put 
his hand over a strong flame and keep it there for 
fifteen minutes without being burnt? To these 
tangible effects, which are above Nature’s laws, 
may be added innumerable miraculous cures which 
have proved the divine character of the visions at 
Lourdes. We will return to this unique evidence 
later and more fully. 



Necessary Conclusions 

We have proved that Bernadette’s good faith 
was incontestable. It was never, to tell the truth, 
very much contested. We have also shown that 
the little visionary was not the dupe of an over- 
excited imagination. After what we have heard 
and discussed, it is not to be wondered at that all 
who were witnesses of the events, or who studied 
them at all closely, had eventually to recognise 
their supernatural reality. No enemy has ever been 
able to see this little girl in ecstasy without his 
scepticism being overcome. 

The educated people of Lourdes were divided 
into two camps. But, as a contemporary has 
remarked, none of those who attacked the events 
of Massabieille ever went to see them, and all those 
who did see them admitted their miraculous char- 
acter. Among the latter may be quoted M. de la 
Fitte, an old commissionary of stores ; M. Germain, 
formerly veterinary surgeon in the army ; M. Dufo, 
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lawyer ; M. Lannes, tobacco manufacturer ; the 
captain of the garrison; M. Pougat, president of 
the court, and many others. 

Why should we not recall the story of the rustic 
guardian of the peace, Callet ? It is an example of 
what many of the most violent adversaries of the 
Grotto really thought in their heart of hearts. 

Callet was entrusted with the charge of prevent- 
ing visitors from entering the Grotto, which was 
barricaded round. The man executed his commis- 
sion faithfully, and summoned several people for 
trespassing. But, as he has since admitted, he took 
good care to arrive very early so as to be able to 
perform his own private devotions inside the en- 
closure before any one else arrived. 

M. Dozous, one of the doctors of the town and 
a sceptic, studied the apparitions, and was convinced 
of their reality. Later he wrote a little book on 
the subject, with the epigraph, “ I believe because I 
saw — Credidi quia vidi.” 

A gentleman whom we have several times had 
occasion to mention, M. Estrade, also declared in 
his own book: “I also had to lay down my arms, 
and if I write these lines in my old age, it is in 
recognition of the grace which I received on the 
thrice happy day of my defeat.” 

All the earlier opponents — I do not know of a 
single exception — gave way in time, to the evidence 
of their own eyes, and all who had anything to do 
with the events at Massabieille died faithful believers 
of the Chinch. Even Dr. Balencie of Lourdes, the 
most influential member of the commission ap- 
pointed by the prefect, and the one who drew up 
the report about the hallucinations of the young 
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visionary, had to yield to the irresistible eloquence 
of the facts, and for twenty years he signed the 
certificates of the miraculous cures worked by the 
celestial apparition he had so long denied. 

The official of the municipality whom we men- 
tioned just now, Callet, loved to recall later that 
“ all those who were lacking in respect to the Blessed 
Virgin were punished,” and he would quote the 
story, which caused a sensation at the time, of a local 
disbeliever who was converted, and ever afterwards 
went daily to the Grotto, rosary in hand. 

“How many times,” relates another witness, 
“ when visiting Lourdes, have I not seen this man, 
his eyes lowered, the picture of humility and of true 
penitence ! ” 1 

We have seen how M. Dutour, the imperial 
procurator, had tried to stop the manifestations at 
the Grotto by sending for Bernadette. Later he 
recognised his error. Towards the end of his life 
he said to one of the most ancient champions of the 
visions : 

“We were fighting for the honour of religion, 
and, humanly speaking, we should have won. If we 
failed — and I do not hesitate to admit it — it was 
because Our Lady was on your side and against us.” 2 

His substitute, M. de L , made a still more 

open avowal. Falling ill, he sent for M. le Curé 
Peyramale, and made his confession. When the 
priest returned with the Holy Viaticum, M. de 

L half rose in his bed, and made aloud the 

following courageous statement : 

“ Monsieur le Curé, I have to make a confession, 

1 Cros, work quoted, p. 170. 

9 Estrade, work quoted, p. 176. 
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and I am not sorry, for my own humiliation, that 
this confession should be heard by all here present. 
Although quite convinced of the reality of the 
Virgin’s apparitions at Massabieille — and I had my 
reasons for being convinced — I have not had the 
courage to admit my belief.” 

The prefect, M. Massy, the mayor, M. Lacade, 
the superintendent of the police, M. Jacomet — that 
is to say, the officials who, with M. Dutour, were the 
declared enemies of the events at Massabieille — all 
likewise yielded to the gentle influence of grace, and 
died kissing the crucifix. 

We may give as another instance, Dr. Diday of 
Lyons, who enjoyed a wide reputation for his talent, 
his railing scepticism, and his keen wit. He wrote 
a little book expressly to try to prove that Berna- 
dette was nothing but a delusionary, and that the 
miraculous cures effected at the Grotto could all 
be explained naturally, although he admitted that 
it was sometimes difficult. 

Happily for this determined opponent, he had 
studied the facts too closely, and with too great in- 
telligence, not to be deeply touched by their super- 
natural character. During the latter part of his life 
he was to be seen at Lourdes openly telling his 
beads, and he died calling on the Immaculate Virgin 
whom he had ridiculed and who had forgiven him . 1 

Such acts of faith on the part of such competent 
men make a happy contrast to the denials of certain 
others — for the most part ignorant men, or men 
who, if educated, never closely studied the subject 
which they so rashly condemned. 

On the occasion of one of the apparitions, the 
1 See the Annales of N. D. de Lourdes , April 30, 1902 . 
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head of the police at Lourdes, who had been sent 
to maintain order, could not, it seems, overcome 
“ the scientific indignation caused in his philosophical 
soul” by the spectacle of the vast crowds around 
the Grotto. He cast a glance of pity around, and, 
with his arms folded, he exclaimed in disgust : “ To 
think that in the nineteenth century such super- 
stition, such madness, should exist ! ” 

He would, doubtless, “have continued to orate, 
but the attitude of his hearers put a stop to his 
flood of eloquence. The good man seriously re- 
garded himself as the representative of the century’s 
science, and believed he had the right to speak in 
the name of science. Many others brought the 
.same ridicule on themselves, and they were not 
policemen either ! 

Much preferable, and more honest, is the remark 
made by a blunt soldier of the garrison who had 
just seen Bernadette in ecstasy. He turned to one 
of his comrades, and said very loudly, in a somewhat 
excited way, which accounts perhaps for the coarse- 
ness of his language : 

“And they want to make us believe, you and 
me, that the apparition is a fraud. In the name 
of all that’s ... ! Let all the jolly fellows of the 
mess come to me. I’ll tackle them.” 

There was more real wisdom in this plebeian 
outburst, perhaps, than in all the philosophical hum- 
bug of the good policeman, and of many of his 
imitators. 
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Lourdes and the ecclesiastical hierarchy — The clergy of Lourdes — 
Mgr. Laurence and the episcopal commission — The Sovereign 
Pontiffs — Lourdes and the contemporary religious move- 
ment — Great religious events at Lourdes — The world’s 
pilgrimage — Happy influence — Pilgrimages and the human 
heart — A school of religion, charity, and faith. 

We may now ask, what reception did the Church 
give to the poor, humble, and ignorant child, the 
instrument used by God to make His supernatural 
revelations at Massabieille ? 

The Church waited. 

M. l’Abbé Peyramale, the parish priest at 
Lourdes, was not the man to let himself be easily 
shaken or led. His was a straightforward, energetic, 
and' imperious soul, with frank outbursts of blunt- 
ness. He would quickly put down any signs of 
indiscretion. 

The first time he heard of the apparitions he 
shrugged his shoulders. It was a mere childish 
whim. But the visions continued; numerous wit- 
nesses, quite worthy of belief, came every day and 
spoke to him about them. He ended by listening 
to them, but did not commit himself to any answer 
when they questioned him. 

One day at length he called his brother priests 
together, and spoke to them somewhat as follows: 
“ You are aware, gentlemen, of the rumours which 

56 
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are circulating with regard to certain apparitions 
supposed to take place in a grotto near the Gave. 
I ignore how far these reports are true or false, 
but what matters to us priests, in occurrences of 
this kind, is to hold ourselves in the greatest re- 
serve. If the apparitions are true, and of heavenly 
origin, God will know how to call on us when the 
time comes; if they are illusions, or caused by the 
spirit of lies, God does not need our interference to 
unmask their falseness.” 1 

Thereupon he recommended them to abstain 
altogether from going to Massabieille. Having 
taken this measure, he awaited the development of 
events in silence. 

One day he was saying his breviary in the garden, 
when he saw a very timid and embarrassed little girl 
coming to him. He asked her bluntly, as was his 
wont, who she was and what she wanted. 

“I am Bernadette Soubirous,” said the little 
visitor quietly. 

M. Peyramale did not know Bernadette, but, on 
hearing her name, he said roughly : 

“Oh, it’s you, is it? I have heard some very 
funny tales about you, my poor child. Come inside 
with me.” 

The curé was very tall, and looked severe and 
imposing. Bemadettefonce said of him : “ Although 
he is very good, I fear him more than a policeman.” 

They reached the inner room, and, without offer- 
ing the girl a seat, the priest tinned and said 
severely : 

“ Well, and what do you want ? ” 

The child blushed. It required all the courage 

l Estrade, Les Apparitions , pp. Ill, 112. 
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of her mission not to keep silence. Triumphing over 
her natural timidity, she said : 

“The Lady of the Grotto told me to tell the 
priests that she wished to have a chapel at Massa- 
bieille, and that is why I have come.” 

“ Who is this Lady of the Grotto ? ” 

“ She is a very beautiful lady, who appears on the 
rock at Massabieille.” 

“Yes, but who is this Lady? Does she come 
from Lourdes ? Do you know her ? ” 

“ She does not come from Lourdes, and I do not 
know her.” 

“ And you accept commissions from a person you 
do not know — such commissions as this ? ” 

“ Oh, Monsieur le Curé, the Lady who sends me 
is not like other ladies.” 

“ What do you mean ? ” 

“ I mean that she is as beautiful as a heavenly 
being, I think.” 

“ And you have never asked this Lady her name ? ” 
“ Yes, indeed, but when I ask her, she bows her 
head, smiles, and does not reply.” 

“ Is she dumb then ? ” 

“ If she were dumb, she could not have told me 
to come to you.” 

“ Well, well, tell me, how did you come across 
her ?” 1 

In spite of himself, M. Peyramale began to feel, 
as did all those who spoke with Bernadette, the 
penetrating charm of this simple little soul, as limpid 
as the mountain lakes — those blue lakes where the 
azure heavens are reflected. 

He made the child a sign to sit down, and 

1 Estrade, Les Apparitions, p. 115. 
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listened to her story with interest. When she had 
finished he dissimulated his impressions, and told her 
gravely that she should not take this Lady seriously, 
with her singular commissions, and that she herself 
was doubtless the victim of an illusion. 

There was a moment’s silence. M. Peyramale 
rose, and walked up and down the room. At last he 
came to a standstill in front of Bernadette, and said : 
“ At any rate, you will tell the Lady who sent you, 
that the curé of Lourdes is not accustomed to treat 
with people he does not know. First, she must say 
what is her name, and then prove that this name 
belongs to her. If this Lady has any right to a 
chapel, she will understand my words; if she does 
not understand them, you can tell her that she need 
not send any more messages to the curé.” 

This took place on February 27th, after the 
eleventh apparition. 

On March 2nd, Bernadette knocked at the pres- 
bytery door once more. She came to tell the curé 
that the Lady had told her to repeat to him that 
she wished to have a chapel at Massabieille, and she 
had added : “ I wish them to come in procession.” 
For the moment M. Peyramale could not contain 
himself — organise a procession to the Massabieille 
on his own authority ! 

“That just proves,” he exclaimed, “that your 
Lady is an ignoramus: she is not acquainted with 
the functions of the hierarchy.” 

“But, Monsieur le Curé,” replied Bernadette 
timidly, “she did not say that the procession was 
to take place at once. I even understood her to 
speak of the future.” 
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The reply was so opportune, so just, that the 
curé became distrustful. He asked himself if this 
were not some sharp and intelligent little intriguer 
who knew how to play her part to perfection. 
The child looked at him with her naïve and calm 
air. Putting a sudden end to the interview, he said 
to her : 

“ It is time to put a stop to this plotting in which 
you and your Lady are trying to embroil me. You 
can tell her that the curé of Lourdes likes plain 
speaking. 

“Who is she? Let her show herself! You 
pretend that she appears over a rose-tree. Well, 
then, ask her from me that one of these days during 
February she make the rose-bush flower suddenly 
in front of the assembled crowd. Then I will believe 
you, and will go with you to Massabieille.” 

The excellent pastor forgot that God does not 
allow Himself tp be bound down by conditions. 
He works miracles when and how He wills. He 
will not be ordered even by the well-intentioned. 
He does not expect to be treated like a servant. 



Mgr. Lawrence and the Episcopal Commission 

It was in vain that M. Peyramale discouraged 
Bernadette, and shut himself up within the limits 
of a prudent and silent reserve; he began to be 
extraordinarily touched by the events which con- 
tinued to happen, and by the evidence which reached 
him from all sides. He resolved therefore to go to 
his Bishop, and ask his advice. 

Mgr. Laurence listened, but without any desire 
to move in the matter. Or, rather, yielding to a 
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prudent impulse, he began by not believing. The 
apparition must furnish proofs of identity. He 
allowed that a commission should be appointed to 
inquire into the matter officially. This was what 
the public demanded, but he judged that popular 
emotion was still too great to allow the inquirers 
to accomplish their duty calmly. 

“We believed at first,” he wrote a little later, 

“ that it was not yet time to go into this business ; 
that to judge as we should do, it was necessary to 
proceed slowly, to mistrust the first excitement, to 
calm minds, to give time for reflection and to obtain 
enlightenment by attentive observation.” 1 

Mgr. Laurence then took time for his helper, 

according to a method familiar in the Church, which 
can afford to wait. 

“Time is a great master,” said the ancients. 

“ It brings everything to light.” 

And at Lourdes time did its usual work. The 
reality of the apparitions became more and more 
an established fact. Miraculous events confirmed 
what had merely been public opinion. In short, 
the time came when it seemed opportune to inves- 
tigate the extraordinary story, and, at the end of 
July 1858, Mgr. Laurence solemnly appointed a 
commission of inquiry composed of sixteen mem- 
bers, who were entrusted with the work. 

This commission also took its time. Three 
months were allowed to pass by without its in- 
stituting an inquiry, and when once the initial steps 
were taken, work was done with such calm delibera- 
tion that the first episcopal report was only published 
four years after the first apparition. 

1 Ordinance of July 28, 1858. 
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At the same time the commission took every 
possible step to discover the real truth. They were 
able to proceed with perfect impartiality, for it made 
no difference to religion whether the apparitions 
were true or not. Moreover, the Bishop advised 
them that the “commission was to neglect no 
possible means of reaching the truth, whatever it 
might be.” 

The commission questioned Bernadette, who 
replied on oath. They went to the Grotto, and 
tried to find out how the famous reflection could 
have been possible, as explained by the three doctors 
who had drawn up a report for Prefect Massy, and 
who had to devise some makeshift to suit their 
ends. Bernadette was present, and had to go 
through the various scenes of the apparitions. 

Besides, a great number of witnesses were cross- 
examined, especially as to the existence of the 
spring on the day before it had welled up under the 
visionary’s hands. All agreed on two points: the 
spring was invisible when Bernadette saw it, and 
Bernadette could never have discovered it except 
by an inspiration from heaven. The miraculous 
cures which had taken place were subjected to the 
most rigorous examination. When necessary, the 
members of the commission went all over the 
country to procure information. Inquiries were 
made as to the morality of those interested, their 
pathological precedents, and all the circumstances 
of their cure. The doctors who had had the care 
of the cases were present when the cross-examination 
took place, and any case which could have been 
cured by natural means was immediately rejected. 

The commission also procured the services of 
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an eminent physician, Dr. Vergez, inspector of the 
waters at Barèges and a fellow of the Faculty of 
Montpellier. Every report was inspected by this 
famous man. So novel a study surprised the learned 
doctor, and touched him deeply. Never, in his 
career, had he come across anything similar. In 
sifting the evidence, he made the following classifi- 
cations : — 

1. Cases unmistakably possessing a supernatural 

character. 

2. Cases probably miraculous, or doubtful. 

8. Cases which might be explained scientifically. 

The first class only were minutely investigated, 
the others were put on one side. Also, only those 
which occurred during the year 1858 were dealt with, 
and of these only the principal. 

Of these selected marvellous events, the cele- 
brated professor wrote as follows : — 

“ In casting a glance over the preceding eight 
cures, 1 one is chiefly struck by the facility, the 
promptitude, the spontaneity with which they are 
brought about: by the violation and disregard of 
every therapeutic method in their accomplishment; 
by their contrast to the rules and previsions of 
science; by their contempt for the duration, re- 
sistance, and gravity of the disease; by the care 
with which all the circumstances are arranged and 
connected, to prove that the cure effected is above 
Nature’s laws. 

“ Such phenomena surpass human understanding. 
How comprehend, otherwise, the opposition which 

1 Dr. Vergez proposed to base the decision on eight facts 
which seemed to be absolutely and incontestably supernatural. 
The episcopal authority prudently would accept only seven. 
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exists between the unity of the remedy, and the 
diversity of diseases; the short duration of the 
application of the curative agent, and the length 
of the treatments within the power of science and 
art ; between the efficacy of the first and the inutility 
of the second ; between the chronicity of the disease 
and the instantaneousness of the cure. 

“ There certainly exists a contingent force, supe- 
rior to nature, and not due to the water which it 
uses merely as a means to manifest its power.” 1 
“If I am asked what I saw at Lourdes,” the 
eminent professor added before he died, “I can 
reply : ‘ In the examination of most authentic facts, 
placed above all power of science and art, I have 
seen, I have touched, the divine work of miracles.’ ” 
This was the spirit of the report which the 
commission at length gave in to Mgr. Laurence, 
after so much prudent waiting, and, on January 18, 
1862, appeared the decision of the Bishop of Tarbes 
with regard to the apparitions. The text of this 
decision runs as follows : — 

“We declare that the Immaculate Mary, Mother 
of God, really appeared to Bernadette Soubirous 
on February 11th, 1858, and on following days, 
as often as eighteen times, in the Grotto of Massa- 
bieille, near the town of Lourdes ; that these appari- 
tions have all the characteristics of truth, and that 
the faithful are justified in believing them to be 
true. We humbly submit our decision to the 
judgment of the Sovereign Pontiff, who governs 
the Universal Church.”* 

1 Manuscript Report of the Commission of Inquiry in the 
archives of the Grotto at Lourdes. 

2 See Appendix, Note 3, p. 364, Fr. ed. 
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The Sovereign Pontiffs 

The doctrinal authority of the Pope has not 
intervened to rectify the decision of the Bishop of 
Tarbes. 

But if they have published no definition on this 
subject, the different Popes who have succeeded 
one another since the first happenings at Lourdes, 
have openly expressed their personal opinions on 
the matter. 

Since 1869, seven years since the pastoral of 
Mgr. Laurence, Pius IX. has been pleased to 
proclaim the “striking evidence of the facts.” 1 
Some years later, on receipt of a Lourdes souvenir 
from the Bishop of Tarbes, he said : 

“ I shall place this picture in my oratory, where 
I go several times every day to pray before the 
Blessed Sacrament; and if my soul is desolate, if 
God seems not to hear us, I shall raise my eyes to 
the Immaculate ; she will pray with us, she will pray 
for us.” 

Doubtless Pius IX. remembered Pius V. and the 
battle of Lepanto, when the intervention of the 
Blessed Virgin saved Christianity from the san- 
guinary barbarities of the Mussulmans. A little 
Lourdes Grotto was constructed in the Vatican 
Gardens, where the miraculous water supplied from 
Lourdes flowed as at Lourdes. During his daily 
promenade Pius IX. was accustomed to make a 
pilgrimage to this favourite spot. He distributed 
the water among the sick, and used it himself for 

the infirmities of old age. 

• ••••• 



1 Brief of September 4, 1869. 



£ 
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Leo XIII. inherited his predecessor’s devotion to 
Our Lady of Lourdes. At the latter end of his life 
he wrote: “It is nearly fifty years since the Holy 
Virgin Mother of God manifested, at Lourdes, in 
the most striking manner, the power of her help and 
the tenderness of her maternal heart in favour of 
the needy and unhappy.” 1 

He often thought of the Massabieille rocks, and 
from afar invoked her who deigned to shower down 
the ineffable sweetness of her mercy. 

“ Have you been to Lourdes ? ” he one day asked 
an Italian Cardinal. 

“Most Holy Father,” replied the Cardinal, “I 
have only been there in spirit.” 

“Oh, in spirit,” returned the Pope. “So have 
we all, and often go still.” 

When the Church of the Rosary was to be blessed 
in 1889, Leo XIII. delegated Cardinal Richard, Arch- 
bishop of Paris, to perform the ceremony in his 
name, and later, in 1901, on the occasion of the 
final consecration, another Cardinal, the Archbishop 
of Reims, was charged to represent him at this 
festival. 

A few years previously, on his Pontifical Jubilee, 
the Missionaries of the Immaculate Conception 
had offered him a silver statue of Our Lady of 
Lourdes. 

“ Ah,” said Leo XIII. when he received 
it, “ you could not have given me anything 

1 Letter to the Bishop of Liège, February 11, 1899. It is also 
worthy of note that Leo XII 1. granted an Office and a Mass 
proper to the Apparitions. 

The present Pope has been pleased to make the Feast of the 
Apparition on February 11th a feast of the Universal Church. 
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I liked better.” And raising the statue, he 
kissed it. 

A month later the Bishop of Clermont saw the 
statue in the study of the Holy Father, who said to 
him : “ I put it here so as to be able to invoke her 
whom it represents, at any time in the midst of my 
cares as Sovereign Pontiff.” 

And when Mgr. Schoepfer, the Bishop of Tarbes, 
suggested the construction in the Vatican Gardens 
of a Grotto which should be exactly like that at 
Lourdes, he hailed the idea with evident pleasure. 
He vtos then already in the habit of visiting daily 
the simple stone erection which Pius IX. had placed 
there. He said one day to the Cardinal who accom- 
panied him : “ What do you think ? It is my little 
corner of France.” 

This “ little corner of France ” was enlarged and 
embellished by Pius X. There, in the midst of the 
Vatican Gardens, one might imagine one’s self at 
Lourdes again, “that spot which has been made 
famous by the admirable apparitions of the Imma- 
culate Virgin.” 1 

This comer of France is also a comer of heaven. 



Lourdes, and the Contemporary Religious Movement 

As soon as the Church authorised the cult of 
the Virgin on the Massabieille rocks, these became 
famous and were frequented by people from all parts of 
France. Excepting the Basilica of the Sacred Heart, 
erected by “a repentant and devoted faith” on the 

1 Letters of the Pope to Mgr. Schoepfer, Bishop of Tarbes, 
September 14, 1903. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 



68 



LOURDES 



heights of Montmartre, all the great religious move- 
ments in France during the last half-century have 
taken place at Lourdes. Following in the footsteps 
of a simple child, the nation hastened to the banks 
of the Gave to pay her homage and chant her Ave 
Marias. 

There are to be seen all classes of society ; adults 
and children, poor and rich, ignorant and learned, 
without distinction of birth, fortune, or talent. 
Faithful France moves in an immense procession 
towards the country of the radiant apparition. 

“ M. le Curé,” said Bernadette to M. Peyramaie, 
"the Lady said, *1 wish people to come here in 
procession.’ ” 

And M. Peyramaie, as we have seen, was much 
upset at the audacity of such a message. But the 
incredible has been realised. They have come, and 
are still coming, in endless processions, such as were 
never seen before in our country. 

The Basilica was scarcely finished, and the 
disastrous war of 1870 hardly over, when a dele- 
gation from all parts of France came to request the 
Virgin of Massabieille for the courage necessary 
to bear the national woes. At the same time 
each of the French confraternities which particu- 
larly honoured the name of Mary, deposited a 
banner in the new temple as a token of their 
homage. 

When the Alsatian banner with its crape tassels 
passed by, the prelate who presided over the cere- 
mony took hold of one of its corners and lowered 
it in silence. The great wound inflicted by the late 
war was still gaping and bleeding ; at the prelate’s 
action a patriotic thrill passed through the crowd, 
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and tears filled every eye. 1 These flags are to be 
seen nowadays hanging from the arches of the 
Basilica. 

Four years later, in 1876, the Basilica was con- 
secrated, and the statue of Our Lady of Lourdes 
solemnly crowned. At this imposing ceremony 
there were present thirty-five Bishops, one Cardinal, 
three thousand priests, and a hundred thousand 
faithful. One has to seek long through the pages 
of the world’s history to find a similar display of 
enthusiasm. 

In 1883 the twenty-fifth anniversary of the 
apparition was celebrated, and the first stone of 
the Church of the Holy Rosary laid. And six years 
later the same church was solemnly opened. It 
was consecrated in 1901, with splendid ceremony. 
Twenty-five prelates, two cardinals, and a patriarch 
were among those present. 

Besides the national pilgrimages commenced in 
1878, at the end of the nineteenth century pil- 
grimages were started which were composed ex- 
clusively of men. In three of these were thirty, 
fifty-five, and sixty thousand men respectively. 

Sixty thousand men ! A veritable army ! There 
has been nothing like it since the Crusades. 

The World's Pilgrimage 

Such are the special dates which mark the 
history of Lourdes during the last half-century. 
They are glorious dates. But still more importance 
must be attached to the immense crowds who come 
regularly every year to pay the enthusiastic homage 
1 October 1872. 
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of their faith. From 1867 to 1908 inclusively, 4271 
pilgrimages wended their way to Lourdes, bearing 
in their train 887,000 pilgrims. 

Naturally the first few years furnish the more 
modest portions of this astounding figure. The last 
seven years of the series give an annual average of 
150 pilgrimages^ In seven years 1687 trains carried 
1,074,000 pilgrims to Lourdes. 1 

But this is only a small fraction of the vast 
multitude who annually visit the hallowed sanctuary. 
The single pilgrims are much more numerous than 
those who arrive in groups. Besides, there are 
visitors, not exactly pilgrims, who have been led 
to visit the little town by religious sentiment or 
perhaps even by a simple desire to see so celebrated 
a spot. 

The Southern Railway Company reckon that 
Lourdes station alone receives over a million 
travellers every year, which makes it one of the 
most important stations on the line. 1 

This little Pyrenean comer, formerly hidden and 
forgotten among its mountains, has thus become 
an important town whither people flock from all 
parts of the globe. Among the 4271 pilgrimages 
just mentioned, 292 came from abroad — from Bel- 
gium, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Spain, Portugal, 
Italy, England, Ireland, the United States, Canada, 
Brazil, Bolivia, &c. 

The Bishops set the example. From 1868 to 
September 1904, 1648 visited Lourdes. Among 
them were 277 archbishops, 10 primates, 17 patri- 
archs, and 68 cardinals. Of these 757 were 

1 See Appendix, Note 4, p. 372, Fr. ed. 

2 See Appendix, Note 5, p. 373, Fr. ed. 
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from abroad. They represent every country in the 
world: — Australia, New Zealand, New Caledonia, 
India (which sent 81), China (27), Brazil, Mexico, 
Armenia, Syria, Ceylon, Martinique, Zanzibar, 
Burma, Venezuela, Peru, Poland, Chili, Ecuador, 
New Scotland, Russia, and Norway — and other 
places. 1 

Meanwhile the cult of the Immaculate Virgin 
who appeared to Bernadette, spread beyond the 
borders of France to the uttermost bounds of 
the earth. Everywhere statues, grottoes, chapels, 
churches, and confraternities honour her blessed 
name. The cult of Our Lady of Lourdes has 
taken possession of the Catholic world. 

But, it may be asked, how was Christianity 
benefited by the events at Lourdes ? 

We will try to answer this question. 



Pilgrimages and the Human Heart 

Some intellectuals object to the Lourdes pil- 
grimages on the score that they are similar to those 
of other religions, say in India or at Mecca. Their 
objection is an argument in our favour. It would 
certainly be very illogical to conclude from a simi- 
larity of manifestations of religious sentiment to a 
similarity of belief. Belief is one thing, and senti- 
ment another. Mussulmans go in pilgrimage to 
Mecca, and twentieth century Christians go to 
Lourdes. Such is the fact. 

If you say that, because the former are deceived 
in revering Mahomet, the latter are also deceived 

1 Sec Appendix, Note 6, p. 374, Fr. ed. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




72 



LOURDES 



in revering the Immaculate Virgin, you follow a 
line of argument which cannot be logically main- 
tained. 

Such religious manifestations are based on nature 
itself. They form one of its laws, and are an abso- 
lute need to the human heart. This alone makes 
them worthy of respect. God governs mankind 
conformably to its moral constitution, and by the 
essential laws which result therefrom. 

According to St. Paul, the supernatural is grafted 
on to the natural It makes use of the natural 
sap, but renders it capable of producing new fruits 
worthy of heaven. God, then, acts according to 
natural causes, even in matters pertaining to salva- 
tion. And the laws of the human mind, its radical 
tendencies, its general needs, are a part of the causes. 
God keeps count of, and uses, them for His ends. 
Consequently we may believe that He grants special 
blessings to these great public manifestations, which 
are the spontaneous results of a nation’s faith. We 
may believe also that He honours and sanctions 
certain places by extraordinary marks of a divine 
favour. 

These chosen places are thus to religion what 
other places are to the country, venerable centres of 
eloquent souvenirs, where souls meet to vent their 
justifiable enthusiasm, their legitimate and profound 
aspirations. In acting thus God does but remain 
faithful to the ordinary laws of His rule over man 
and nature. 

Besides satisfying tendencies of man’s nature, 
these vast assemblages around certain sanctuaries 
produce moral effects; another reason why God 
authorises and allows them. 
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A School of Religion , Charity, and Faith 

I know very well that these great religious re- 
unions do not appeal to certain souls otherwise 
honest and straightforward. Their religion is 
affrighted by such lively demonstrations. They 
need a calm and contemplative method of prayer. 
An immense crowd brought together by a com- 
mon enthusiasm is like the sea — impetuous, violent, 
stormy, tumultuous. This is not what certain 
sensitive and timid minds need. 

But such minds are the exception. As a rule, 
these magnificent manifestations feed and animate 
religious hearts. They bring them fresh energy and 
decision. 

The association of sentiments is like any other 
association. The very act of union awakens the con- 
sciousness of their existence and power, and self- 
confidence increases in proportion. The religious 
feeling is carried along in a kind of general move- 
ment, as experience proves. All who have taken 
part in the prayers of pious crowds know how their 
own prayer has become more ardent in consequence. 
It is more than the impression of a moment. There 
remains from these hours of burning faith and great 
enthusiasm an after-glow which lights up the whole 
life that follows. Home again, away from the noise 
and crowd, the effects are still felt, and the soul is 
enlightened, regenerated, and quickened. 

From this point of view the Lourdes pilgrim- 
ages have exercised great influence on the religious 
movement of the last thirty or forty years. But it 
is not only the happy infection of a great piety that 
is felt in this land of miracles. There are sights not 
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to be seen elsewhere, and these are the most con- 
vincing of lessons. 

For example, have you ever come across such 
charity for the sick as is to be seen here? — such 
touching disinterestedness and devotion? The sick 
come to Lourdes from every comer of France. Nay, 
more, they come from every part of the world. To 
mention only those who are too poor to put up 
at an hotel, of whom there are at least four or five 
thousand every year. They are taken into the 
hospitals free of charge, and are waited on by young 
girls and ladies accustomed to be waited on them- 
selves, and who are often the ornaments of society 
and the envied queens of its festivals. 

Riches, elegance, and grace become the voluntary 
servants of poverty, and that of a poverty aggravated 
by sickness often repulsive and disgusting. Delicate 
hands replace the soiled bandages and wash wounds. 
These same hands undress the sick when they go 
to the piscina, and, in spite of the horrible sights 
of loathsome disease, they plunge them into the 
miraculous water with maternal carefulness and 
tenderness. 

Very often the relations thus commenced be- 
tween the poor invalid and the great lady continue 
long after the pilgrimage. Charity effaces the dis- 
tances between those whom birth has placed at the 
two extremities of society. 

This voluntary work is not performed without 
great fatigue. Very often the refined infirmarian 
has to be up at five in the morning, tending those 
whom she had left late the night before, and some- 
times she must sit up with them all night. And if, 
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during this long watch, she is overcome with fatigue 
and manages to snatch an hour’s sleep, there is not 
even a sofa for her to lie on. She may even have 
to be content with the stairway. 

And yet these devoted infirmarians, these Sisters 
of Charity in all but the white wings, are innumer- 
able. They come from the highest ranks of society 
in such numbers that there are not enough sick for 
them to nurse. 

Let us pass on from this touching spectacle to 
another no less touching. Cast your eyes over the 
paths from the hospitals to the piscinas, to the 
Grotto or the Esplanade of the Rosary, whither the 
Blessed Sacrament is shortly to' be carried. 

Forsaking the pleasure which their fortune would 
allow, hundreds of young men, many of them dis- 
tinguished hy the ir ran k and noble air, pass along 
with straps ..slung.. .oyer^tîïëîF - shoulders. Some 

carry, stretchers with unfortunate sick people lying 
flat on their baeks, others draw little carriages in 
which the sick sit up. They mind neither bad 
weather nor heat. Sometimes the incline is steep 
and the perspiration flows down their faces, but 
they go on their way cheerfully and without com- 
plaint. 

“ A good porter,” says their Manual in simple and 
sublime language, “must be able to bear heat or 
cold, sun or rain, hunger or thirst, and long priva- 
tions.” And it gives almost maternal directions 
for the care of the poor sick folk who are about 
to pass out of their lives. 

“He must know how to cross the brook with 
agility, remembering that he is more often than not 
carrying a poor infirm body whose sufferings are 
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increased by jolting ; he must walk carefully over 
places where stones have been freshly laid. . . . He 
shall be thoughtful for the susceptibilities of the 
sick, who are nervous and impressionable in the 
midst of the crowd. . . . 

“Whether he carries the invalid in his arms or 
on a chair with another porter, he shall be careful to 
be very gentle in his movements; he shall avoid 
shocks, and try to spare the invalid anything that 
could trouble or pain him.” 

In the work to be done at the piscinas the 
Manual recognises that a good heart is necessary. 
For “ it is assuredly there that humanity is revealed 
under its most miserable aspect. 

“ Que jnust know how _ to. hear composedly dis- 
tressing cries, see repulsive sores, stfieif unforgettable 
smells, undress, touch these poor bodies, strap them, 
and plunge them while praying into the miraculous 
water. 

“ The hospitalier must take the invalid in his arms 
(however repugnant he may be), put him on a chair 
gently, and take off his clothes without hurting him. 
. . . He must comfort him when dressing him again, 
and must be full of gentleness and kindness.” 

When the sick pilgrims arrive during the night, 
or at three o’clock in the morning, the “porter” 
should await them on the station platform, and be 
ready to begin his hard but loving service. 

And once he has taken charge of them, he will 
often not have a moment left to himself. On some 
busy days, those who have been up before dawn have 
not had time to breakfast until three o’clock in the 
afternoon. And all this is done simply, without any 
show, as if it were a duty, which of course it is. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




APPARITIONS AND THE CHURCH 77 

These voluntary workers form a select regiment ; 
they accept their chiefs, and obey them like soldiers. 
They all, whether male or female, come to Lourdes 
at their own expense. One need not be a Christian 
to see the heroism of such devotion. Their disin- 
terestedness and self-renunciation for the sake of the 
sick, whose diseases are often of a loathsome nature, 
is most touching. Perhaps there is no other place 
on earth where can be seen such a grand exhibition 
of virtue. Lourdes is t he High School of practical 

charity. 

• ••••• 

Certain vain boastings of sceptics are sometimes 
taken seriously by ignorant fellows who are afraid of 
not being in the fashion. A new pride, child of the 
progress of science, and especially of its applications, 
which have altered the face of the earth, has led men 
to deify Nature. They have tried to take it away 
from the power of the Creator, as if creation had 
exhausted or limited Him. According to them, God 
is but the powerless spectator of the universe; He 
is the slave of His own Laws, and not the master. 
They refuse Him the right to interfere in the order 
of the world. 

“ Defense à Dieu 
De faire miracle en ce lieu." 

These ideas were rampant among educated people 
when the events which made Lourdes famous took 
place. 

By rejecting miracles incredulity was left with an 
easy method of attack on faith. The miraculous 
events which have for centuries been the satellites of 
Christianity were easily disposed of. They happened 
so long ago that it was easy to cast doubt upon them. 
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“ If formerly the blind saw, the deaf heard, the 
lame walked, owing to divine and miraculous inter- 
vention, why have these wonders ceased ? Has God’s 
power been diminished ? ” 

Thus argued the sceptics, and, instead of con- 
cluding that what had been might be again, they 
concluded that what was not had never been. 

And behold everything is changed! The ques- 
tion is no longer about old miracles ; but about the 
miracles of yesterday and to-day. It is impossible 
to stifle them under historical obscurity. The wit- 
nesses are alive and ready to be questioned. The 
heroes are living, and to be seen. 

We are in the full light of the sun, and there is 
no means of avoiding it. Moreover, the marvellous 
events take place every year, by the hundred, as we 
are about to see. Thus chased from history, the 
miraculous re-enters triumphant and boldly confronts 
its enemies. Many turn their heads, and will not see. 
Such people are their own judges. 

But others see and believe ! 
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CHAPTER I 



THE FACTS 

The facts — Their recognised reality — How they are authenti- 
cated — Number and variety of cures — Some examples — 
Interpretation of facts — That neither nature nor the contact 
with water can explain the cures — Suggestion is not a 
sufficient explanation — A fashion — Contested facts — Sugges- 
tion and nervous disease — Suggestion and organic disease — 
Two different methods of cure — No suggestion at Lourdes — 
Theory of unknown forces — Miracles and doctors. 

It is well known that the shrine at Lourdes has 
become the permanent scene of miraculous cures. 
This fact is only contested by shallow minds; all 
others are forced, nolens volens, to admit it. 

It was not so at the beginning. Then educated 
people smiled at the strange tales which reached 
their ears from the banks of the Gave, and almost 
defiantly came into the very midst of a society 
which dared no longer pronounce the word miracle. 
Society only deplored the dreadful results of fraud 
or of too great simplicity. 

Constant repetition of facts, however, forced 
the world to admit their existence, and this has 
been one of the greatest victories won by Lourdes. 
It is quite impossible henceforth to deny the 
extraordinary events which are taking place at 
Massabieille. Whatever may be thought of the 
supernatural, these events must be discussed. 

81 p 
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A French professor of the Medical Faculty in 
Paris wrote some years ago to the New York Herald 
as follows : “ It is the fashion to turn into ridicule 
everything that happens at the Grotto. Perhaps 
it is easier to scoff than to deny. Why not try 
to solve these problems, instead of dismissing them 
summarily ? ” 

Nowadays this is just what is being done. In 
his Treatise on Suggestion as applied to Therapeutics , 
Bemheim, the famous head of the School at Nancy, 
wrote : — 

“ In making these observations on authentic cures 
which took place at Lourdes ; in trying, in the name 
of Science, to deprive them of their miraculous 
character; in comparing from this point of view 
alone, religious suggestion with hypnotic suggestion, 
I have no intention of attacking religious faith or 
of wounding religious sentiment. All these obser- 
vations have been made in all sincerity and controlled 
by honourable men. The facts exist ; it is the inter- 
pretation which is erroneous.” 1 

Let us put the last words on one side for the 
time being. We will come back to them later. 

The learned Jew admits that the sick are really 
cured in crowds at the Grotto, and that the official 
accounts are authentic. I may add that this is also 
the opinion of all who personally investigate what 
goes on at Lourdes ; of course those who only pass 
through the little town, whether as tourists or 
pilgrims, may be of another opinion. Lost in the 
crowd, they are ignorant of the loyal methods by 
which every case is registered, and thus may also 
ignore the presence of the miraculous. 

1 Quoted in Etudes Religieuses , vol. IL pp. 367, 368. 
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But it was quite otherwise for those who stay 
at the office of medical registration on the Rosary 
Esplanade. I myself did this before writing this 
work. I wished to see and judge for myself. 
During August and September 1904 I spent long 
hours and sometimes whole days at this office. There 
I met very many invalids who had just been cured. 
I heard the doctors cross-examine them, I saw the 
reports drawn up, and I formed my own opinions. 
It is impossible to doubt either the reality of the 
most unexpected cures, or the perfect sincerity of 
the doctors who investigate and authenticate them. 

Besides, during the three days of the Great 
National Pilgrimage, there were present in the room 
many doctors of every shade of opinion. One of 
them, who edits an important journal of psycho- 
therapeutics, made some very clear and important 
statements on the subject we are discussing. A 
friendly argument had arisen between him and one 
of the assistants, and the following conversation 
took place, and has been recorded: — 

“ First of all, doctor, do you admit that extra- 
ordinary and authentic cures do take place here : ” 

“ Yes, certainly, I admit it.” 

“ And that there is absolute sincerity on the part 
of those who verify these facts ? ” 

“ Certainly. I will even add that I expected to 
find at Lourdes a certain amount of stage-manage- 
ment which is absolutely lacking. Things are allowed 
to take their course. They are not manoeuvred 
in the least. With regard to the reports on the 
diseases and cures, their truthfulness and impartiality 
are undeniable. It only remains to explain these 
facts, and it is there that we differ.” 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




84 



LOURDES 



“Allow me, doctor, to note all you have said. 
There is here no fraud, no voluntary inaccuracy, 
no attempt at undue influence over the sick. You 
acknowledge this, do you not ? ” 

At that moment there were present in the office, 
two or three priests, some journalists, five or six 
politicians, a member of the Austrian parliament, 
about twenty doctors, who were strangers and pro- 
bably sceptics like the one who had spoken. None 
of them made the slightest protest as to the authen- 
ticity of the facts which had been publicly recognised ; 
they admitted them with their learned colleague. 

I can declare, moreover, that of the doctors I have 
met at this office, many of whom were fortunate 
enough to witness cures, I have never come across 
one who doubted the reality of these cures or the 
good faith of the authenticated records . 1 

The Verification of Facts 

A crowd is always subject to dangerous enthusiasm 
which may easily lead it astray. The press is a 
little like the crowd, for it is a part of it. Besides, 
news must be published at once, which means that 
more often than not there is no time to verify facts 
before publication. The consequences are often 
disastrous. But there is no remedy, and what cannot 
be cured must be endured. 

We cannot but recognise the evil effects of pre- 
mature publication on certain antagonistic minds, 
but we must also admit that the interests of truth 

1 When Zola went to Lourdes in 1892, he also bore witness to 
the reality of the cures. He said to a reporter of the Temps , " I 
have seen people unable to move, suddenly get up and walk” 
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are often served by excitin 0 public attention and 
inciting to contradiction jdnd investigation. A kind 
of spontaneous public inquiry is held, in which the 
opponents of the miraculous cure have to take part. 
The news is carried to the country of the invalid, 
the cure is published in his own town or village, all 
are called to give evidence on his state before and 
after his cure, and to watch his further progress. 

And the fair reputation of Lourdes is -increased 
in consequence. For there is no need of mystery. 
Everything that happens at the Grotto is the better 
for being brought into the open daylight of public 
criticism. There may be some tares among the 
harvest of miracles which journalists offer the public, 
but the very fact of publication helps to sort the 
tares from the wheat. The danger is that the good 
grain may suffer from its surroundings. It is 
therefore unwise to rely on newspapers for authentic 
information as to what happened at Lourdes. 

Newspapers give news, but news cannot take the 
place of authenticated records. 



I have spoken of the office of medical registration 
at Lourdes. It is here that all inquiries should be 
addressed . 1 

It certainly was a bold move to create, in full 
nineteenth century, a medical school for the study 
of miracles. For a long while the authorities at 
Lourdes were content with the publication of cures 
on the strength of a doctor’s certificate or of evi- 
dence given by eye-witnesses. But it was found 
that sometimes the witnesses were incompetent and 

1 See also Les grandes Guérisons de Lourdes , by Dr. Boissarie 
(Paris). 
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lacked calm of mindi> There was the possibility, 
too, that some unknown ullage doctors, not above 
suspicion, might perhaps bring science into disrepute. 
Then, again, the number of cures increased so rapidly 
that a new organisation became necessary. 

Thus in 1882 a Medical Office was started. Its 
work is to verify the certificates which the invalids 
often bring with them to Lourdes. It examines the 
invalids personally, should they so desire. When a 
cure is announced — which very often happens during 
the large pilgrimages — it immediately takes charge 

t he case. 

All doubtful or insignificant cases are thus at 
once put on one side, and there is no chance of the 
crowd getting hold of them and distorting or exag- 
gerating facts. Every examination is open to any, 
whether friend or foe, who may desire to investigate 
matters closely. Doctors are especially welcome 
whatever their nationality or creed.l Perhaps there 
is no clinical laboratory in France' which is so easy 
of access and so frequented. 

During the last fifteen years 2712 doctors, 461 of 
them foreigners, have visited the office of registra- 
tion. Among this number were three members of 
the Academy of Medicine, twenty-six professors of 
the French Faculty, fourteen professors of foreign 
Faculties, eight from Medical Schools, forty-eight 
doctors and surgeons and seventy-two house surgeons. 
Their names are all inscribed on the register, and 
make an imposing, perhaps a unique, collection. 1 

During the last eight or ten years from 200 to 
250 doctors have gone to Lourdes every year. There 
have been as many as sixty in the office together. 
1 See Appendix, Note 3, p. 290, and Note 7, p. 375, Fr. ed. 
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They were each and all at entire liberty to see and 
to question the invalids who come to give evidence 
as to their disease or cure. It may even happen 
that on very busy days the president of the office 
may say: “Will some doctor kindly take this case 
in hand either in a private room or in the hospital ? ” 
It does not matter what the reporting doctor’s 
opinions are; his report is accepted by the official 
doctors of the Grotto. 

Some years ago an English physician, Dr. Henry 
Head, stayed at Lourdes during the whole time of 
the great pilgrimages. He came, provided with every 
kind of apparatus for examining ears and eyes and 
for making sundry analyses, besides which he brought 
a camera. He was a Protestant, but he was allowed 
to do exactly as he liked. He assisted at the dis 
eussions with perfect liberty, took notes assiduously, 
and personally questioned the sick. 

It is said that our hospitals are not so obliging. 
There is more mystery, and the same facilities are not 
given. The public would like to know why — for after 
all it is the public who pays the expenses, whilst at 
Lourdes the rates are not asked to help in any way. 
Yet the doors are open to all who are competent to 
make serious investigations. There is nothing hidden. 

Thus Dr. Henry Head could see and talk as 
much as he liked. When he left he wrote Dr. 
Boissarie the following note : — 

“ Above all, I should like to thank the authorities 
at Lourdes, most sincerely and most cordially, for 
having granted to me and to other doctors every 
facility for free and independent examination. All 
we have asked for has been generously given us. 

“ 1 shall not fail to make known to all my friends 



1 
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this hospitable welcome, and the courtesy with which 
I, a stranger, have been received. 

“ With regard to the medical examinations of the 
ernes, I am happy to express my complete satisfac- 
tion as to the manner in which the certificates of 
the sick are dealt with. Nothing can exceed the 
conscientious care with which the value of each 
certificate is weighed .” 1 

For, as we have seen, each invalid pilgrim brings 
with him a doctor’s certificate. . These certificates 
are very important, for they give the details of 
the patient’s state, with notes as to his morality 
and antecedents. 

Each patient also wears on his chest a number 
corresponding to his registration number at the 
office. It is thus easy to recognise him, look up 
his case, and write a report if necessary. 

But the registration office does more. If the 
cured patient remains a few days longer at Lourdes, 
he has to report himself morning and evening to 
show that his cure has been a permanent one, and 
not the result of a passing emotion. If the case 
is an important one, the patient is kept in touch 
with when returned home. He is asked to return » 
the following year, and perhaps for several years. 
Those who stay in the registration office can watch 
the long procession of former patients, who have 
come to show the permanence of their cure, and 
to thank their heavenly benefactress for the favours 
shown them. 

Here is a little boy accompanied by his mother. 

“ How old are you ? ” asks Dr. Boissarie, who 
does not recognise him. 

1 Boissarie, Lourdes (Paris, 1894), pp. 254, 255. 
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“ Eleven.” 

“ And you have been ill ? You do not look it.” 

“No, doctor,” replies the mother, “he has not 
been ill.” 

“ What is it, then ? ” 

“We have come to say that he has been very 
well for the last few years — that is, since he was 
cured.” 

The records of 1900 are consulted. In that 
year the child, then aged seven, arrived at Lourdes 
suffering from a duly certified disease of the spinal 
cord; he had not been able to walk, but only 
crawl on his hands and knees, and he had left 
Lourdes on his feet like other people. 

Four years passed; the cure was lasting, and 
he enjoyed perfect health, running about like any 
child of his own age. The disease from which he 
had suffered had entirely disappeared in 1900; the 
result was definite, and an additional note was added 
to this effect. 

Later, a little girl of thirteen, who had been 
cured of being deaf and dumb, came to show that 
she could still talk and hear. 1 questioned her, and 
assured myself of the reality of her cure. 

Here is a woman whose eyes have recovered 
their lost sight. And another woman whose face 
is still scarred — Mme. Rouchel from Metz. In 
1903 she went to Lourdes with a horrible lupus ; 
as-was eating away her face and had made two 
hq.es, one through the cheek and the other through 
P*i palate. These two holes had been closed in- 
rofotaneously, in the twinkling of an eye. 

P*i And here is the happy woman back again, 
je doctor places his finger where it had easily 

! 
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passed through the flesh the year before. The 
wound is closed, as can be both felt and seen . 1 

I merely recall a few of these interesting cases 
as they occur to my mind, but I saw many others. 
For it is the custom among the pilgrims to return 
to Lourdes to give thanks for their cure, and to 
bring the proof that the cure has been durable. 
One could hardly use a better or surer method. 

The unhappy women declared to have been 
cured by psychothérapie methods are not followed 
with such vigilance. Do they ever return to authen- 
ticate the definite nature of their cure ? 

No ; there is no means of knowing if the results 
obtained have been lasting or not. Nowhere is 
there such a keen regard for truth as at Lourdes. 

What, then, are the facts so scrupulously and 
so methodically authenticated ? Are they numerous 
and what is their nature ? 

Number and Variety of Cures 

Here the history of Lourdes is unique. The 
marvellous cures that take place there amount to 
thousands, and bear on the most serious and most 
varied diseases. 

A list which is necessarily incomplete is given 
in the Appendix.® It is chiefly composed of cases 
taken from the Annals of Our Lady of Lourdes, 
and from the reports of the Medical Registrat^ 
Office. 

It happens, of course, that all who are cu 
do not officially intimate their cure. In compar } 

1 The details of this great miracle are given in the last cha 
of Part II. 

2 Appendix, Note 8, p. 376, Fr. ed. 
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the cures seen by the Lourdes doctors with those 
reported by particular pilgrimages, it is easy to 
perceive that the Medical Office only knows about 
half the cures which are obtained. This is due to 
want of time at the moment of departure, and 
perhaps also to distaste on the part of many to 
submit to a public examination. Nevertheless, the 
miraculous cures and graces which have been re- 
gistered by the Grotto authorities amount to over 
8350. Were one to add those which have not 
been officially registered, but have been actually 
seen by the directors and the members of various 
pilgrimages, the number would reach about 7000. 

The Medical Registration Office alone registers 
annually from 100 to 200 cases, and even as many 
as 286. 1 

• ••••• 

Once more we remark that it is not only in 
cases of the same kind that cures are effected. The 
mysterious influence does not act only on certain 
diseases as a natural remedy would do ; it is efficacious 
in the most varied ailments from which the human 
organism can suffer. 

People sometimes imagine that only nervous 
diseases are cured at the Massabieille Grotto. /Many 
such are cured certainly, some of them of such gravity 
that their cure equals that of the most dangerous 
organic disease. They are naturally incurable, and, 
as a fact, are never cured even at the most celebrated 
hospitals where such cases are specialised.} Nervous 
patients are subjected to many interesting experi- 
ments, no doubt, but they are never cured. Besides, 
privileged visitors find that the same subjects are 
1 See Appendix, Note 10, p. 468, Fr. ed. 
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always treated over and over again. As to nervous 
troubles of a less important nature, which a lively 
emotion is perhaps sufficient to dispel, it may be that, 
when they disappear at Lourdes, the result is due to 
natural causes, it may also be due to higher causes. 

On that point we are ignorant, and therefore 
such doubtful cases cannot be taken as proofs of the 
existence of the supernatural. But these are not the 
cases which come most frequently before the Medical 
Office. All the nervous cures, counting even the 
gravest, put together, do not amount to one-twelfth 
part of the cures obtained. But we know from 
statistics that out of 3353 cases only 265 were 
nervous. 

Tuberculosis alone gives us a much higher figure 
if considered under all its forms. Pulmonary tuber- 
culosis, tuberculosis of the bone, intestinal tubercu- 
losis, white swelling, lupus, Pott’s disease, hip disease, 
&c., have given occasion to 650 registered cures. 

Moreover, without quoting all, there are to be 
found 497 cures from diseases of the digestive organs 
and their appendages, 87 from diseases of the circu- 
latory system, of which 51 were cardiac, 146 from 
lung diseases such as bronchitis, pleurisy, &c., 47 
from diseases of the urinary apparatus, 138 from 
diseases of the groin, 464 from brain affections, 113 
from bone diseases, 168 from affections of the joints, 
36 from skin diseases, 164 from tumours, 409 from 
general diseases, and divers others, of which 133 were 
rheumatism, 17 cancer, and 44 open sores. 1 

We must especially notice 48 blind who received 
their sight, and 31 deaf and dumb who recovered the 
faculties of speech and hearing. This is an incom- 

1 See Appendix, Note IV., p. 293 ; also p. 465, Fr. ed. 
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plete list of the benefits of every kind which the sick 
have obtained at the miraculous Grotto. We will 
now examine a few cases more in detail 



A few Examples 

There is a case of spinal disease (Pott’s disease) 
which deforms the vertebral column and causes sup- 
purating ulcers, and which generally indicates a 
tuberculous state. 

This tall young girl, who looks so thin and 
delicate, comes from Paris. She was baptized at the 
age of eight, and was seventeen when she made her 
first Communion. Several of her brothers died un- 
baptized. When ill she saw Dr. Ferran of the 
Hôtel-Dieu, then the Surgeon de Necker, but every 
effort to obtain a cure was in vain. 

She heard of Lourdes, and saved up for a year. 
By going without her tea she managed to put by 
forty-five francs, the price of her fare. Just then it 
happened that her parents were in debt for rent, and 
to help them the girl generously gave up all her 
savings and all thought of the pilgrimage. But the 
following year — 1895 — her goodness was rewarded, 
for she was admitted among the patients of the 
National Pilgrimage. 

When she arrived she had a certificate from Dr. 
Cherié. Her spine was bent S-shape; she had a 
hump both back and front. 

On August 21st Léa bathed in the piscina, and a 
few days after, on her return to Paris, Dr. Cherié 
wrote as follows : — 

“ After examining Miss Léa Courtout, living at 
Rue Saint-Charles, I beg to state that : 
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“ 1. The spine is quite straight. 

“ 2. There exists a slight protuberance of the two 
final dorsal vertebrae. 

“3. The left shoulder is slightly raised and the 
right side of the chest is a little thinner than the 
left.” 

In a word, save for these insignificant traces, the 
evil had disappeared in a few seconds. The spine 
which had been crooked for eight months, had 
suddenly become straight. 

• • • • • • 

Sixteen years earlier, on 20th August 1878, 
James Tombridge had been taken to Lourdes, 
lying on a carriage, and incapable of moving. 
He coughed continually, and his body was covered 
with abscesses. 

In this state he was plunged into the piscina. 
He came out another man. He dressed himself, 
walked with a steady gait, and when, on the day of 
his departure, he went to the station, he carried his 
own bag and rug. When his wife first saw him she 
fainted. 

In the Avenue de la Reine Hortense in Paris, 
the people who had seen him taken away in a dying 
state, ran after him to make sure it was really he. 
They could not believe their eyes. 

He showed himself to two Protestant doctors, 
who had had charge of him, Dr. Thorens and Dr. 
MacGeven. They admitted his cure, and con- 
gratulated him thereon. But a third doctor, on 
the contrary, appeared to be as displeased as he was 
astonished. 

“ What have they done to cure you ? ” he 
asked. 
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“ Nothing, doctor. The Blessed Virgin has 
cured me.” 

“ That is not possible. There are no such things 
as miracles. It is mere stupidity to say so. Own 
that some remedy has been given to you.” 

“ No, I have taken no medicine for a long time, 
as you well know, doctor. I tell you again that it 
is the Blessed Virgin who has cured me.” 

“Enough of your Blessed Virgin 1 It is not 
possible. You are a fraud.” 

Tombridge went away deploring such scant cour- 
tesy ; but after all what did it matter, for he lived ? 

• ••••# 

The doctor who attended Léonie Chartron was 
more just. His client had visited the princes of 
science in vain. Piorry, Bouvier, and Nélaton were 
alike unable to do anything for her. 

On July 21, 1869, she suddenly regained her 
health in the piscina. Spinal curvature disappeared 
instantaneously, and Dr. Gagniard of Avallon had 
the honesty to write: — 

“The sudden and instantaneous cure of Miss 
L. Chartron at Lourdes is certainly miraculous and 
absolutely authentic. You may defy the most 
learned, the most experienced, or the best physician 
to explain the instantaneous cure of Miss Chartron, 
who was wasting away in the last stages of paralysis 
and fever, with suppuration of six vertebrae. The 
case was beyond treatment, and it is impossible to 
quote a similar cure within the realms of science. 

“ E. Gagniard, Senior, M.D.” 

On the occasion of the National Pilgrimage of 
1892, Mme. Marie Louise Champs left Paris, where 
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she lived, 1 suffering from coxo-femoral arthritis, 
which made it almost impossible for her to walk. 

A few days later, on returning to Paris, she 
visited the doctor who had examined her before her 
departure, and he wrote to Dr. Boissarie : — 

“Dear Sir, — Yesterday I received a visit from 
Mme. Champs, who, only a few days previously, had 
left me, when she was in a very pitiable condition. 
I saw and examined her then for the first time, and 
found her to be suffering from a very painful and 
long-standing coxo-femoral arthritis of the left side, 
and to be almost incapable of movement. . . . 

“Now, to my satisfaction, I find Mme. Champs 
can walk easily. The hip is completely cured, the 
patient can sit down, kneel, and raise herself again 
quite easily. 

“I do not wish to leave this marvellous result 
of a journey to Lourdes in obscurity, and I beg of 
you, my dear sir, to accept the assurance of my kind 
regards in leaving you free to give whatever publicity 
you like to this information. 

“ (Signed) Dr. Arnould, 

“ Late House-Surgeon and Laureate of the 
Paris Hospitals, 86 Rue de Rennes." 

M. Amould had been much struck by the in- 
stantaneous result which had been obtained. The 
patient had recovered the entire use of her limbs 
quite suddenly at Holy Communion. The doctor 
expressed the deep impression he had received in a 
letter to one of his friends; he had the courage to 
admit the supreme cause which alone could supply 
an explanation of the facts. ^ 

1 Passage Waterloo, l Rue Chauvelot. 
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“Dear Sir, — I am writing to you to-night, 
having been to-day the witness of a true miracle. 
This patient is the first whom I have seen as doctor 
before and after a miraculous cure. With you, I 
thank most heartily the all-powerful intervention of 
Our Blessed Lady.” 

• ••••• 

White tumours have often been seen to disappear 
as suddenly as coocalgia. 

The same year that Mme. Champs was cured, 
Mlle. Elise Lesage went into the piscina', her leg 
in a case which she had been forbidden to take off. 
Her astonishment was great on coming out of the 
water to find that she could easily stand on the 
bad foot. She immediately went to the Medical 
Office, and asked for her splints to be taken off. 

“We took off the splints,” said Dr. Boissarie, 
“and discovered the knee which had been encased 
for so long. There was no sign of stiffness or 
anchylosis, no swelling or trace of chronic synovitis ; 
the movement was quite free. . . . Every trace of 
a long lasting disease had apparently disappeared.” 1 

More than a year later, when time had confirmed 
the cure, the president of the Medical Office pre- 
sented Mlle. Lesage to Dr. de Saint-Germain, 
surgeon to the Children’s Hospital at Paris, and 
member of the Medical Academy. 

“My dear sir,” he said, on entering his study, 
“ I have come to tell you of a case which is perhaps 
unique in your career.” 

“ Let us see,” replied the clever surgeon, with a 
smile, “what is it about?” 

“ You remember Mlle. Lesage, who had a white 

1 Annales de N. D. de Lourdes, vol xxvi. p. 308. 

O 
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swelling at the knee, and whom you went to see 
at Amiens ? ” 

“ Perfectly.” 

“In a consultation which you yourself wrote 
down and signed, you advised first of all actual 
cautery, and, if there was no improvement, excision 
of the diseased bone. Well, there was no improve- 
ment, and no excision, yet a cure was effected com- 
pletely, and instantaneously, in a few minutes.” 

Dr. de Saint-Germain then examined the knee, 
felt it, and bent it. 

“But there is nothing the matter,” he said. 
“The knee is perfect. No sign of congestion or 
stiffness; the articulation is intact. However did 
it happen?” 

Then Dr. Boissarie related what had happened 
at Lourdes, and added : 

“ May I then use you as a witness to this cure ? ” 
“You may,” replied the children’s surgeon; “I 
make no reserve. This cure is inexplicable, and is 
entirely outside our experience.” 1 

Dr. Saint-Germain’s example could profitably 
be imitated by many doctors, who have neither his 
knowledge nor his reputation, yet fear to compromise 
their modest authority by recognising supernatural 
causes for these marvellous cures. 

True science coupled with honourable sincerity 
shows more courage. 

• ••••• 
Villepinte is an asylum near Paris founded by 
private charity. It admits young girls suffering 
from consumption, that terrible scourge which is 
decimating our population. Its inmates are privi- 

1 Annales de N. D. de Lourdes , vol. xxvi. p. 309. 
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leged clients of Our Lady of Lourdes. Many of 
them coming from all parts have been cured by her. 

We have already quoted the eloquent number 
of the cures from this widespread disease. The 
interesting cases are very numerous; they include 
even patients in their third stage of consumption, 
which is practically incurable. But we will limit 
ourselves to the young consumptives of Villepinte, 
who are certified and placed in different wards ac- 
cording to the stage of the disease reached. 

Patients in the third stage of phthisis always die. 
Visiting their ward one day, some one questioned a 
patient. He asked her how she was getting on. 

“ Oh ! ” was the reply, “ here our fate is sealed. 
We do not leave except to go to Lourdes or the 
cemetery.” 

So they go to Lourdes, and in great numbers, 
under the care of the Sisters of Marie Auxiliatrice, 
who are attached to the hospital. Each pilgrim 
carries a formal and detailed certificate stating 
whether she is in the second stage of tuberculosis 
or the third, and whether the analysis of the 
expectoration has revealed the existence of the 
fatal bacilli. On the return of the patients to the 
hospital, they are examined again by their own 
doctors, who certify as to whether they have im- 
proved in health or not. After which they are, if 
cured, registered at the Lourdes Medical Office. 

Such careful scientific examination makes the 
case of these young patients from Villepinte par- 
ticularly interesting. The results obtained are 
extraordinary. 

Let us take, for example, a period of three years, 
of which special study has been made, during which 
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the cures can be authenticated as lasting. In 1896 
fourteen patients arrived from Villepinte. Eight 
were cured, and six returned home unchanged. 
Three years later the eight who had been cured 
remained quite well Two had become novices, one 
a servant, one had gone into business, another was 
housemaid in London, and yet another governess 
in Russia. The seventh married, and the eighth 
became a drilling mistress. As to the six who were 
not cured, two were still very ill and four had died. 

In 1897 the little party from Villepinte was 
larger, evidently encouraged by the happy results of 
the preceding year. It comprised twenty patients, 
of whom eight were cured either completely or 
partially. As to the twelve others, ten were un- 
changed, whilst the fate of two of them is unknown. 

What had become of the whole party two years 
later ? Of the first eight the cure had been lasting. 
One was a novice, another a nun, and one a governess 
in Paris. Two went into business, and three went 
back to their families. As to the ten who were not 
cured, five are very ill at Villepinte and five are 
dead. 

In 1898 the party had grown yet larger. Ville- 
pinte sent twenty-four patients to Lourdes, with 
the result that fourteen appeared to be partially or 
completely cured. Ten returned to the hospital in 
the same state as they had left. An inquiry made 
some months after showed that of the fourteen only 
eight had been permanently cured, and six had had 
a relapse. Of the final ten, eight were dead and two 
dying. 

Altogether, out of fifty-four young consumptives 
medically certificated as such, and who had nearly 
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all reached the third stage of phthisis, twenty-four 
had been at least partially cured, and often com- 
pletely and permanently. These young girls were 
just as ill as those of their companions who had not 
been favoured, and who were all shortly afterwards 
dead or dying — the fate which naturally belonged to 
the first. 1 

If, contrary to all expectation, they were suddenly 
stopped on their hasty road to death, it cannot be 
attributed to any other influence than the interven- 
tion of God, the Master and Author of Nature. In a 
few moments the bruised and emaciated lungs were 
healed. They regained their normal state, and life 
returned to bodies exhausted and devoured by fever. 

In a few months, sometimes even in a few weeks, 
these lucky girls were as healthy and stout as pos- 
sible, recovering as much as 10, 20, and 80 lbs. of 
flesh. It was like a resurrection. 

During the National Pilgrimage of 1904, I was 
present at the Medical Office when the Villepinte 
patients arrived. 

“ Well, sister,” said Dr. Boissarie to the religious 
who accompanied them, “ how many cures did you 
have last year ? ” 

“ None, doctor.” 

“ None, sister ! No cures at all ? ” 

“ No, doctor.” 

The doctor could not understand it. 

Suddenly some one said : 

“I know the reason, doctor, and I’ll tell you. 
Last year the patients at Villepinte saw that nearly 
all the hospitals were being laicised, and they 
were afraid the same thing would happen to their 
1 See Appendix, Note 11, p. 468, Fr. ed. 
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own hospital. So those who were sent to Lourdes 
gave up all hope of their cure in order to keep the 
nuns who were mothers to them, and together they 
prayed, ‘O God, do not cure any of us, but leave 
us our Mistresses.’ ” 

God left them their Mistresses, but did not cure 
any of them. 

Hearing these words, the young girls bowed their 
heads ; their heroic secret had been revealed. 

Brave children 1 They had offered their lives for 
these nuns whom others strike and exile. They 
had generously given up all hope of cure, like that 
Mme. Catay who had gone to Lourdes, thanks to 
the generosity of Mile. Jeanne Tulasne, and who, 
seeing that her young benefactress had not regained 
her health, when the Blessed Sacrament passed 
before her couch made the following generous 
prayer : “ My God, if only one of us is to be cured, 
let it be Jeanne ! ” 

Immediately a cry resounded through the crowd. 
Jeanne had arisen from her couch radiant and 
cured. 1 

God sometimes accepts these beautiful sacrifices. 
If He always refused them there would be no more 
merit in offering them. But He keeps an account 
of them. Charity moves Him more than any other 
virtue, and His mercy endureth for ever. Nothing 
is lost by suffering for others. 

Although phthisis is easily and unmistakably 
diagnosed by a competent observer, cancers and 
wounds strike even the unskilled. Now these 
tangible evils are the occasion for many cures at 
Lourdes. 

1 September 8, 1867. 
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On August 24, 1894, Mile. Constance Piquet, 
from Soulaires (Eure-et-Loir), went into the water 
suffering from a cancer in the breast of three years’ 
growth. Dr. Martin of Lèves had refused to operate 
on her, as he judged she was incurable. A friend, 
Mile. Masson, had seen the cancer just before her 
departure for Lourdes, and the infirmarian who 
helped the patient saw and touched it before she 
bathed in the piscina. 

Ten minutes later, when Mile. Piquet left the 
bath, without having felt any pain or emotion, she 
looked at the part affected. The growth was no 
longer there. Delirious with joy, she showed it to 
the lady infirmarian. 

An hour later, at the Medical Office, fifteen or 
twenty doctors, among them Dr. Regnauld, pro- 
fessor at the Rennes Medical School, searched in 
vain for any trace of cancer. It had completely 
disappeared. 

In November 1898 an army surgeon wrote: “I 
have seen Dr. Martin. He is very nice and loyal, 
but he does not share our convictions. He, however, 
unhesitatingly admits the miraculous character of the 
event which is occupying our minds.” 

Which after all was an act of simple justice 1 
• ••••• 

Joachine Dehant’s sore healed up almost as 
quickly as Constance Piquet’s cancer disappeared. 
The cure was marvellous, beyond imagination. 

Joachine went to Lourdes with a pilgrimage 
from Liège. She was suffering from a festering 
sore, which was 12 £ inches long and 6 inches wide — 
that is, from the knee to the ankle. It penetrated 
to the bone, and had destroyed the muscles and 
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tendons, so that the foot turned in and the knee 
was quite stiff. 

This dreadful disease had been the result of 
cholera followed by typhus, and had lasted for 
twelve years. The whole system had been drained by 
it, and this young woman aged twenty-nine weighed 
only 27 kilos or 59 lbs. 

During the journey she had been obliged to 
change her saturated bandages at the Paray and 
Agen railway stations, in the full gaze of the public. 
On September 18, 1878, she reached the Grotto at 
four o’clock in the morning. Mlle. Léonie Dorval, 
who had accompanied her, helped her to undress; 
but, seeing the dreadful condition in which she was, 
she said to her : 

“ Joachine, I cannot consent to your getting into 
the water ; it would be an unpardonable rashness.” 

“I take all the responsibility, Léonie,” was the 
reply. “ Just help me to sit on the ground, and I 
will get alone into the piscina.” 

“ No, Joachine, it will kill you.” 

But Joachine insisted, and Léonie had to give 
way. So she bathed, but it was in vain. 

“ Poor Joachine I ” said her friend. “ You have 
such great faith, and yet you are not cured.” 

“Never mind, it does not matter. I shall come 
back again.” 

She did so at nine o’clock. There were very 
few bathers at that hour, and Joachine bathed for 
a long time, but she did not take the bandages off 
her leg. 

When she came out of the water, and was being 
dressed, Léonie touched her bad leg by accident, 
and the touch did not hurt her. Astonished at this, 
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Joachine begged her friend to press the place more 
heavily. But still there was no pain; whereupon 
Léonie took off the bandages. Suddenly she cried : 
“Joachine, there is nothing to be seen. You are 
cured.” 

Joachine looked, and saw that all that was left 
was a certain redness. In her joy she cried out: 
“ Long live Our Lady of Lourdes ! See how well 
she does things. She has not only given me a new 
skin, but fresh flesh and a calf.” 

Léonie wanted to publish the news abroad, but 
Joachine, who was still suffering from other troubles, 
withheld her somewhat. In the evening, however, 
people got wind of the news, and the curé from 
Haltinnes came to make inquiries. 

“ Is it true that your sore has disappeared ? ” 

“Quite true,” she replied; “I have no more 
sore on my leg than you have on your hand.” 

They took her back to the hotel in triumph, and 
twenty, thirty, fifty people asked to see the miracle 
with their own eyes. 

They went into her room. There in a comer 
were shreds of mortified flesh which she had torn 
off that very morning. She uncovered her leg — 
the leg which had been rotting away, as she vividly 
expressed it herself — the evil had disappeared, the 
scar was solid and firm. Those present were visibly 
impressed. 

The following evening, Joachine Dehant was 
bathing in the piscina when she was attacked by a 
violent pain. All her bones seemed to be breaking. 
At the same time both she and her companion saw 
her deformed foot straighten itself until it was as 
straight as the hands on a clock. The leg stretched 
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to its full length, the muscles uncontracted, and the 
knee resumed its normal shape. In the hip a 
movement was felt which caused unutterable pain. 
Joachine swooned, and Léonie thought she was 
dying. 

But after a time she regained consciousness and 
opened her eyes. All was over. The pain had 
completely gone, and her body which had been 
deformed so long had become straight and agile. 
They all pressed around her, and accompanied her 
to the Grotto, where she left her crutches which she 
no longer needed. 

An hour later she followed the torchlight pro- 
cession like all the other pilgrims. She left with 
the last, and arrived with the first at the end of the 
way which winds up the hillside. 

Five days later she was back again at Namur, 
and interviewing her doctor. The latter had given 
her on leaving a certificate which ran as follows : — 

“I, the undersigned, Gustave Froidbise, doctor 
of medicine, &c., at Ohey, in the province of Namur, 
Belgium, declare that I have examined Mile. Joachine 
Dehant, aged twenty-nine, bom at Wanfercée-Baulet, 
resident at Gesves, and I certify as follows : 

“ 1. Dislocation of the hip-joint on the right 
side. 

“ 2. Retraction of the lateral tibial muscles of the 
right leg which causes club-foot (talipes 
varus). 

“3. An ulcer which covers two-thirds of the 
outer surface of the right leg. 

“ Hence my present declaration, Ohey, September 
6, 1878. Dr. G. Froidbise.” 
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This is the certificate Joachine took to Lourdes. 
On the day of her return, the doctor added the 
following : — 

“ I, the undersigned, doctor of medicine, &c., at 
Ohey, province of Namur in Belgium, declare that I 
have examined Mile. Joachine Dehant, aged twenty- 
nine, bom at Wanfercée-Baulet, and resident at 
Gesves, and I affirm that the lesions mentioned in 
the accompanying certificate have completely dis- 
appeared. A simple redness shows the place where 
the ulcer existed. Dr. G. Fboidbise. 

"Gesves, Sep . IQth, 1878.” 



Such laconic brevity is certainly very eloquent. 
In two lines it affirms the incontestable reality of 
an unheard-of fact which reverses all the laws of 
Nature. Dr. Vergez, the eminent professor of the 
Faculty of Montpellier, declared this miracle to 
be^‘ incontestable.” 

I “The sudden cure of a sore,” he declared, “or 
ramer of a spreading chronic ulcer, in a very decayed 
constitution, and the spontaneous reduction of dis- 
location of the hip, are facts quite outside natural 
explanation. The history of medicine does not and 
will never possess such cases.” \ 

The cure was so deep-seated, so radical, all the 
evil germs were so completely destroyed, that the 
entire organism immediately developed with extra- 
ordinary vigour. When Joachine went to Lourdes 
she only weighed 59 lbs. A few years later she 
wrote: “To-day I weigh 164 lbs., and I have never 
ceased, since my cure, to enjoy perfect health.” 1 

1 Annales de N. D. de Lourdes, vol. xi. pp. 222 seq. 
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We must pass quickly over this brief and 
necessarily incomplete list of the divers infirmities 
which have found a miraculous termination at 
Lourdes. We have already stated that the pro- 
tection of the Immaculate Virgin has made the 
blind to see and the dumb to speak. 

Among many others we will take one or two 
examples. François Vion-Dury had been blind for 
seven years. Dr. Dor, a distinguished oculist in 
Lyons, wrote : — 

“I, the undersigned, doctor of medicine, &c., 
declare that Vion-Dury (François), a half-pay soldier 
from Lalleyriat, in the canton of Nantua (Ain), 
suffers from a detachment of both retinas. Although 
the retina of the left eye has adhered again, this 
eye cannot distinguish day from night. With the 
right eye M. Vion-Dury can hardly count his fingers 
at If inches distance. He can do no work, and may 
be considered as totally blind with both eyes, his disease 
being absolutely incurable. Dr. Doe. 

"Lyons, Sep. 11 th , 1884.” 

Vion-Dury had contracted this infirmity during 
his time of service. In 1884 he obtained for this 
reason a pension of 600 francs a year, and later in 
1890 he was admitted into the hospital of Confort, 
near Bellegarde. A fortnight after his arrival at 
the hospital — that is, on August 2nd — the nuns per- 
suaded him to ask God to cure his blindness. He 
did not believe he was worthy to obtain so great a 
grace, and when Sister Martha, having placed a bottle 
of Lourdes water on the table, had left him alone 
in his bed, he hesitated to ask for divine assistance. 
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“ Coward ! ” he said to himself, suddenly. “ The 
devil shan’t always have the better of you.” 

He took out the cork, and begged Blessed Chanel, 
his countryman, to ask the Blessed Virgin to obtain 
for him this miracle which he did not dare ask for 
himself. 

Then, as he himself relates, he dipped the tip of 
his finger in the water three times, and passed it over 
his eyes. 

“ The third time I felt a violent pain as if a knife 
had been plunged into both my eyes. I thought the 
sister had made a mistake, and given me some 
ammonia. To make sure, I tasted some. No sooner 
had the waters touched my lips than suddenly, like 
a pistol shot, I could see. I could distinguish the 
curtains, the windows — in fact everything. 

“ ‘ Simon, Simon ! ’ I cried to my neighbour, * I 
can see. 60 quickly and fetch the sisters ! ’ . 

“ Another man who was not yet in bed came up 
to me, and said, ‘If you can see, tell me how I 
am dressed.’ 

“ ‘ You have a stick, a hat, and a tie.’ 

“ * It is true I He sees ! ’ 

“ And they ran to fetch the sisters, who came at 
once. 

“ Meanwhile I got up, and when the sisters came 
they found me sitting on my bed holding the bottle 
of Lourdes water, and saying : 

“ ‘ Is it possible ! Is it really true ! My God, my 
God! Holy Virgin, my good mother, how good 
you are ! ’ 

“ I recognised all those present by their voices, 
and I said to Sister Gabrielle : 

“ ‘ Oh, how you are dressed ! You have a white 
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veil like the nuns I saw at Dijon. . . . Oh, is that 
you, Sister Martha ? I thought you were younger 
when I heard you walk ! ’ 

“ Since this time I have been as well as if I were 
twenty.” 

Three years later, on May 1, 1893, at a meeting 
of the French Ophthalmic Society at Paris, Dr. Dor 
rose to address the audience. He recalled the illness 
of Vion-Dury, who had suffered from double de- 
tachment of the retina, which had been, he affirmed, 
certified by a great number of specialists, and had 
resisted every treatment. Then he added : 

“ Vion-Dury remained seven and a half years in 
this condition, then without special treatment he 
recovered his normal sight on the occasion of a 
journey to Lourdes. 1 

“The vision of the right eye is perfect, but 
that of the left eye is one-third instead of a two- 
hundredth. 

“ This is the only known case of a cure happening 
after so long a time.” 

The doctor concluded by saying that “ never again 
would he say that an old detachment was incurable. 
Since Vion-Dury was cured others might be cured.” 
“No doubt,” we might reply, “but only in the 
same way — namely, by a divine miracle.” 

Dr. Dor being a Protestant, his evidence is all 
the more valuable. However, it is not the fact of 
the cure that we have particularly to emphasise in 
this instance. It is the instantaneous character of 
the cure which, as Vion-Dury quaintly remarked, 
was like a pistol-shot. Even if one ever succeeded 

1 The doctor was mistaken. The patient was cured, as we 
have seen, without leaving the hospital where he was installed. 
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in discovering a gradual cure for the disease of the 
retina from which the soldier was suffering, it would 
never alter the fact that the present cure was effected 
without treatment, and was instantaneous, and con- 
sequently miraculous. 

• ••••• 

Aurélie Bruneau, of Chabris (Indre), was bom 
deaf and dumb. At the age of twenty she put a 
few drops of Lourdes water into her ear on three 
successive days, and, on October 11, 1872, she 
suddenly found she could hear and speak. Of 
course, she had to learn her words, for language 
is not acquired intuitively. The family doctor. De 
la Mardelle, who examined her after the event, 
wrote as follows : — 

“ From earliest infancy, this young girl who was 
placed under my care, offered every symptom of 
natal deaf-mutism. . . . On October 11th, on her 
return from a pilgrimage to Lourdes, she instan- 
taneously recovered the faculty of hearing. . . . The 
cure is certain and undeniable. The deaf and dumb 
girl can hear and speak.” 1 

• ••••• 

Five years later the same miracle took place at 
Lourdes in favour of a child of seven, who had been 
bom deaf and dumb, Rosa Evrard, of Wanlin in 
Belgium. 

Already the preceding year Rosa’s father had 
made a vow to take his daughter to Lourdes as 
soon as he could afford the expense. Meanwhile, 
they used to visit the Grotto of Our Lady of 
Lourdes, at Coujoux. When she first entered the 
Grotto, the child cried out, “My God!” After 

1 See Appendix, Note 21, p. 549, Fr. ed. 
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which she began to hear a little, and to say a few 
unintelligible words. 

At Lourdes, on August 28, 1897, her tongue 
was suddenly loosened. Indeed, she spoke so well, 
that the president of the Medical Office doubted the 
fact of her past infirmity, in spite of the assertions 
of her father and of her venerable parish priest. He 
requested, therefore, a young Belgian doctor who 
was present, and very interested in the miracle, to 
make a special inquiry at home, and to let him know 
the result. 

Dr. Delforge undertook his task with zeal, and 
promptly sent in a report. On September 18th, 
M. Havetsin, the priest at Wanlin, wrote : “ Dr. 
Delforge conducted the inquiry, assisted by Dr. 
Lurquin, physician to the King’s household, at 
Houyet, and M. Vincent, secretary of the Dinant 
Cercle. 

“Twenty-five witnesses freely attested on oath 
that Rosa Evrard was born deaf and dumb, 
and that, until the age of six, she never said 
a word, or made the slightest sound. It was 
only after a vow on the part of her father to 
take her to Lourdes, that she seemed to hear a 
little, and to say a few words, such as, ‘ My God 1 
papa ! mama 1 ’ It was at Lourdes that, on coming 
out of the bath, her double infirmity completely 
disappeared, since which time she has spoken and 
heard very distinctly.” 

Dr. Delforge himself reported the result of the 
inquiry, and wrote: “The meeting invited contra- 
diction, but no one came to say that the child had 
not been deaf and dumb.” 

The following declarations are decisive : — 
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“ I, the undersigned, J. Lurquin, doctor of medi- 
cine at Houyet, certify that I saw and examined 
the child Rosa Evrard, of Wanlin, on the eve of 
her departure to Lourdes, and found that she could 
only lisp a few words (papa, &c.). I also certify 
that I saw the child on her return from Lourdes, 
and found a very distinct— even miraculous — im- 
provement in her condition. She speaks very dis- 
tinctly, pronouncing and articulating well. There 
are a few consonants, such as T and R, which she 
cannot quite manage. 

“ Given at Wanlin, September 12, 1897. 

“ Dr. Lurquin.” 

Dr. Delvaux also certified on September 10th of 
the same year: “I can affirm that Rosa Evrard is 
no longer deaf and dumb.” 

Finally, Dr. Louis Rutter, ear-specialist at the 
Châtelet and Namur hospitals, was called in to 
examine the child. In his certificate, dated from 
Namur on October 27, 1897, he said : — 

“ 'The little Rosa Evrard . . . can now hear and 
understand all that is said to her, and she speaks 
like a person who can hear her own voice. A few 
defects observed in pronunciation are insignificant, 
and such as are often found in children of the 
same age. ... I can affirm with Dr. Delvaux, 
burgomaster at Rochefort, that Rosa Evrard is no 
longer deaf or dumb ; that she has so quickly learnt 
to speak, that it has been practically instantaneous .” 
Here is indeed a miraculous fact medically 
certified. 1 

Finding it impossible to contest the cures at 
1 See Appendix, Note 12, p. 471, Fr. ed. 
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Lourdes, men have tried to account for them by 
natural means. It will be well, therefore, to study 
more in detail some of the theories brought forward. 



Interpretation of the Facts 

It may be asserted in a general manner that 
every interpretation of the wonders at Lourdes which 
excludes the miraculous, must necessarily give way 
before three incontestable facts. First, the ex- 
traordinary number of these cures, which removes 
all possibility of a lucky chance; secondly, their 
nature, which is often beyond all created power; 
and finally, their manner of working, e.g. their 
instantaneousness. 

Each of these considerations is, of itself, capable 
of producing belief in the supernatural, but the 
three together make undeniable evidence which no 
honest and attentive mind can resist. 

Certain opponents of the miraculous do not 
hesitate to avow their difficulty. Dr. Diday, who 
wrote a pamphlet against the wonders of Lourdes, 
concluded by saying : “ I admit, and I do not mind 
repeating it, I admit that the cures related by M. 
Lasserre are astonishing and extraordinary, and far 
beyond what we, as medical men, are in the habit 
of observing. Certainly here is something for the 
. most learned to wonder at. I can well comprehend 
the stupefaction of the witnesses and the gratitude 
of those happily favoured people.” 1 

Dr. Diday referred to the first miracles which 
followed the visions of Bernadette. What would he 

1 See Bois sane, Lourdes, pp. 99, 100. 
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have said had he known those that have happened 
since, which far surpass the first in quality as in 
quantity. He would have found the explanation 
still more difficult, as he did during the last years 
of his life . 1 

What, then, are the different solutions proposed 
by our antagonists ? What do they reply to those 
who ask for an explanation other than divine ? 

They do not agree among themselves, and the 
variety of their replies is only equalled by their 
insufficiency. We will examine each in turn. 



That neither the quality of, nor the contact with, the 
waiter from the Grotto can explain the cure 

At first it was the fashion to attribute the miracles, 
the existence of which could not be denied, to the 
medicinal qualities of the Lourdes water. 

It was even possible to find, in some tiny Pyre- 
nean village, a chemist whose retorts favoured this 
hypothesis. 

“We believe that we are not too premature,” 
wrote the proprietor of these retorts, “ in saying that, 
in view of the quality and combination of the sub- 
stances of this water, medical science will not perhaps 
be long in recognising its especial curative properties, 
which will class it among those waters which will 
form the mineral riches of our Department.” 

Thus all the goodwill of this obliging chemist 
cannot discover one single medicinal substance in the 
miraculous water. However, he revenges himself by 
prophesying as to what others may perhaps discover. 

1 See Boissarie, Lourdes , p. 70. 
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This perhaps is like Boileau’s famous sonnet — it is 
worth a whole poem. 

Shortly after, the municipal authorities, scenting 
the wealth and riches which might perhaps accrue 
from this water, decided to have the above brief but 
brilliant analysis confirmed . 1 

The prefect had suggested M. Filhol, an eminent 
member of the Toulouse Faculty of Science and the 
most famous chemist in the South of France, as the 
most competent man, especially as he had made 
a very thorough study of the Pyrenean mineral 
waters. 

M. Filhol, then, was appointed to analyse the 
Grotto water. He set to work, and his report was 
impatiently awaited. 

It arrived after two months, and was a heavy 
blow to the learned men whose prophetic utterances 
had been biassed by their interested scepticism. 

( “This analysis,” wrote the eminent chemist, 
“proves that the water from the Lourdes Grotto is 
a drinkable water, very similar to most of the waters 
found in mountains whose soil is rich in limestone. 

“ This water contains no active substance capable 
of endowing it with marked medicinal properties ; it 
may be drunk without inconvenience.” * 

In his letter to the Mayor of Lourdes which 
accompanied this report, M. Filhol added : — 

“ The extraordinary effects which are declared to 
have been obtained by the use of this water cannot 
be, at least in the actual state of scientific knowledge, 
explained by the nature of the salts of which the 
analysis discovers the existence.” ^ 

1 Meeting of the Municipal Council at Lourdes, June 8, 1858. 

2 See Appendix, Note 18, p, 472, Fr. ed. 
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It was a cruel deception for local philosophy. 

The gentlemen in question had publicly recog- 
nised the marvellous effects of the Grotto water. 
They had even gone so far as to try to confirm the 
learned prophecies of the friendly chemist, according 
to whom might soon be found — -perhaps — curative 
properties and — a fortune — in this wonderful water. 

What could they say now ? They were bound 
by their own assertions. One thing was certain. 
They could no longer bring forward the therapeutic 
virtue of the spring, and in fact they did not attempt 
to do so. Since M. Filhol’s report, this theory is 
exploded. 

• ••••• 

But if the Lourdes water has no curative qualities, 
might it not act by reason of its temperature, and 
might not the cures be caused by the cold baths in 
the piscinas ? 

This theory has been often advanced in a some- 
what vague and roundabout manner. But it is based 
on utter fallacy. 

/ First of all, Lourdes has not the monopoly of 
the water-cures. Hydropathy may be, and is, used 
elsewhere under more perfect conditions, and conse- 
quently more effectually. If it were merely a 
question of hydropathy, the results obtained here 
would be neither more nor less than elsewhere. But 
the fact remains that elsewhere the results are nothing 
like those obtained here, and it is a fact moreover 
very easy to ascertain. 

Hence the results are due to some other cause. 

Again, a number of cures take place at Lourdes 
outside the piscina. It may even be said that during 
the last fifteen or twenty years the greater number 
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are from outside. Many patients have regained health 
without ever bathing in the miraculous water, as for 
instance Vion-Dury, who was cured of his blindness 
in a hospital far away from Lourdes. Such instances 
are numerous. 

The secret of the cures is not, then, to be found 
in contact with the water, since cures are obtained 
without this contact. Besides, experience shows that 
cold water does not work such miracles.y The op- 
ponents of Lourdes have recognised thisMact, and 
their latest theory is that the miracles in question 
are due to suggestion. 

Let us see how much their theory is worth. 

On the Insufficiency of Suggestion to Explain these Miraculous 

Phenomena 

“ How were you cured ? ” asked a doctor one day 
of a person who had been suffering for four years 
from suppurating hip-disease and deep caries of the 
bone, and had suddenly found renewed strength in 
the piscina a few days before. Pains and sores had 
all disappeared in an instant. 

This doctor’s philosophy was not equal to the task 
of explaining matters. Rather than admit super- 
natural intervention, he preferred to pose as an 
intelligent inquirer into facts which he could not 
honestly deny. So he asked the young girl : 

“ How were you cured ? Who cured you ? ” 

“ Who ? Our Lady cured me.” 

The doctor, smiling contemptuously, with an air 
of superior wisdom, replied : 

“ Never mind the Blessed Virgin. Leave her out 
of the question. Admit that you were told before- 
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hand that you would be cured. Some one, perhaps, 
said to you: ‘Once at Lourdes, at such or such a 
moment you will leave the splints in which you are 
bound.’ Such things do happen. It is what we call 
suggestion.” 

The young girl replied in all simplicity that 
such had not at all been the case. Besides, she 
did not know what suggestion meant. The visitor 
explained, and offered her Zola’s book, which, he 
said, would make her understand still better. But 
she refused to even look at it. He immediately 
got very angry, and tried to intimidate her. Then, 
seeing her trembling and upset at this unexpected 
conduct, he became calmer, and, she relates, “ offered 
me money if I would admit that I had been cured 
by suggestion.” She indignantly refused, and the 
doctor went away grumbling, saying, “that the 
case was certainly very extraordinary, but that he 
was determined to find out what it all meant.” 

And this is what every opponent of the super- 
natural comes to. There are certainly very few who 
try to bribe as this one did, but all have their theories 
very much at heart, and do all they can to advance 
them. 

I am afraid that few really know about this 
suggestion of which they talk so much. I was 
very surprised myself, on reading the works of 
masters on this subject, to find that they say nothing 
at all of what I had so often heard repeated in the 
consulting-room and elsewhere. I came to the con- 
clusion that even many doctors only know sug- 
gestion from hearsay, and that their ideas on the 
subject are grossly exaggerated. 

We shall prove this to be a fact. 



Digitized by LjOOQle 




If the efforts of professed hypnotisers do not 
attain the results attributed to them by outsiders, at 
any rate they produce sonte results — that is, if we are 
to believe what these hypnotisers themselves say. 

But can we believe all they say? Are we to 
admit all they propose ? Many, even among those 
who share their dislike for the miraculous, say not. 

On the occasion of a long dissertation by M. 
Liégeois, M. Frank said before the Academy of 
Moral and Political Science : — 

“I do not attempt to deny the existence of 
hypnotic phenomena; I only say that those pre- 
sented by M. Liégeois have no warrant of certainty .” 1 
M. Liégeois is not the only one whose obser- 
vations have been severely criticised. In a famous 
lawsuit at the Paris Court of Assizes, the head of 
the Medical Faculty, M. Brouardel, poured scorn on 
the theories of the Nancy professors, who tire known 
as the most advanced hypnotisers in France. 

“It seems,” said the great man, smiling, “that 
these things happen at Nancy, but not in Paris. 
A well-known upholder of psychotherapy said to 
me in the Lourdes Medical Office before a score of 
doctors : * Bernheim’s experiments were badly made. 
I do not attach any importance to them.’ ” 2 

And Bemheim is at this very moment the re- 
spected head of the Nancy School! 

However, for the sake of argument, we will 
admit that Bernheim’s experiments are quite certain, 
and we will allow ourselves for the time being to be 
guided by his principles. 

1 Liégeois, De la Suggestion (Paris, 1889), p. 152, 

2 See Appendix, Note 29, p* 559, Fr. çd. 
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Suggestion and Nervous Diseases 

We begin by separating nervous diseases from 
all others, for they must be treated apart. Many, 
even clever, people who speak contemptuously of 
the marvellous happenings at Lourdes, attribute 
them all indiscriminately to nervous influence over 
the organism. One would think, to hear them talk, 
that the existence of nervous diseases was quite 
unknown until these latter days. 

But they are mistaken. Medicine has certainly 
made great progress in this branch of science. But 
it is no new science, and, what may perhaps astonish 
certain prejudiced minds, the Church herself has not 
neglected it. 

Thus, in his celebrated treatise On the Beati- 
fication of the Servants of God, Benedict XIV. warns 
those who had to prove the miracles necessary for 
the canonisation of Saints. 

He did not wish to be regarded as miraculous 
such cures as might be explained by nervous in- 
fluence. According to him, the miraculous was 
rarely to be admitted in cases of hysteria, epilepsy, 
and sundry forms of paralysis. Particularly with 
reference to hysteria, he said : — 

“In cases of hysteria the miraculous is not to 
be found in the disappearance of attacks but in the 
cessation of the morbid state which produce them.” 1 

And he adds: “It is important also to notice 
that hysterical women are subject to natural crises 
which may produce perfect deliverance from their 
malady. 

“ Such cures, then, are very difficult to class as 
1 De Canoniz., Book IV., Art. I., ch. xiii., note 14. 
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miraculous. If the promoters of cases for beatifi- 
cation, or canonisation, have ever tried to do so, I 
have never known them to succeed.” 

Thus we see that the Church looks somewhat 
distrustfully on the extraordinary facts that nerve 
influence may sometimes explain. 

If there is the slightest shadow of a doubt, she 
prudently puts them on one side, and the doctors 
of the Medical Office follow her example. 

In the conversation related above, when Dr. 
Boissarie presented Mlle. Elise Lesage to Dr. Saint- 
Germain, a member of the Academy of Medicine, 
he said : — 

“This cure, my dear sir, took place in the 
Lourdes piscina. I may perhaps say that you have 
never come across a similar case.” 

“I beg your pardon,” returned the physician: 
“ I have, and under similar conditions. I had 
charge, for a long time, of a young girl suffering 
from coxalgia. All my remedies were of no avail. 
She was cured at Lourdes both radically and in- 
stantaneously.” 

And Dr. Saint-Germain gave the girl’s name. 

“True,” replied Dr. Boissarie, “this young girl 
was cured at Lourdes. But we did not publish the 
cure, for we doubted nervous coxalgia.” 

“ It was not nervous coxalgia,” said the eminent 
specialist: “it was a very real disease with grave 
articular lesion.” 

Thus the prudence of the Medical Office had 
been excessive. The cure of an organic disease had 
been unacknowledged from fear of admitting a cure 
of nervous origin."^ 

Does this mean that natural agents, whether 
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physical or moral, can cause the immediate dis- 
appearance of all the affections where nerves alone 
seem to play a part ? 

Certainly not. 

It would be sufficient to quote as examples these 
eternal “subjects” that Charcot and some others 
have been treating so long. 

If any great doctor had been able to cure them, 
he would surely have done so. No one would dare 
suggest that they were kept in their condition for 
the purpose of experimental study. Such cruelty 
would be revolting. 

It must be admitted, then, that these famous 
hysterical patients of whom we have heard so much 
were incurable by the methods employed by the 
masters in science. In fact, Bemheim admits that 
all nervous diseases do not yield to hypnotic treat- 
ment or to suggestion. 

And yet it is “ to neurotic diseases that psycho- 
therapy is chiefly applied.” 1 

But many neurotic diseases, both numerous and 
important, are beyond it. Take, for example, neu- 
rasthenia. Is it within the power of suggestion? 
Listen to the answer : — 

“ When neurasthenia is hereditary, when it is due 
to a vicious conformation of the nervous system, 
then one must admit that it is more often than not 
incurable.” 2 

And we shall see the numbers of diseases which 
can hope for nothing from suggestion. 

“ The lists of the maladies to which the unhappy 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , Suggestion , Psychothérapie (Paris, 1903, 
2nd edit.), p. 319. All our references refer to this edition, 

a Ibid. p. 337. 
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martyrs to their nervous system are prone, and whose 
life is one long torment, is long: — Brain troubles: 
vertigo, hemicrania, photophobia, visual obnubilation, 
singing in the ears, apathy, excitation, headache; 
spinal troubles: rachialgia, sharp pains, formication, 
weakness, hot and cold sensations, unaccountable 
tinglings, slight paralysis, tremblings and palpitations, 
shocks, subsultus ; nervous troubles of the periphery : 
neuralgia, local hyperæsthesia, muscular cramp, per- 
spiration, congestion and cutaneous eruptions; vis- 
ceral troubles: dyspepsia, pneumatosis, abdominal 
enlargement; heart and lung troubles: syncope, 
oppression, hard breathing, pseudo-asthma, pseudo- 
angina pectoris; mental troubles: fears, obsession, 
difficulty of thought, agoraphobia, nightmares, &c. 

“ The list of complicated and various manifesta- 
tions which beset the unhappy victims of nerves is 
inexhaustible.” 1 

All these effects of “fatal neurasthenia, if I 
may so call it, which is both hereditary and wide- 
spread,” * are quite outside the realms of suggestion, 
and incurable. 

(Very rarely even a simple improvement of any 
duration is obtained by the most persevering sug- 
gestion. ") 

Soon the evil reappears in all its intensity, the 
patient and the doctor — [whatl even the doctor!] 
lose confidence in the suggestive treatment ; the un- 
fortunate victims run from one specialist to another, 
exhibit their misery at every mineral watering-place, 
go from hydropathy to massage, from homoeopathy 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p. 319* 

2 The passages between inverted commas in these pages on 
suggestion are all quoted from BemheimV work. 
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to allopathy or Count Mattel’s granules. Such is 
the sad Odysée of many neurotic people 1”) 

True neurasthenics, who are neurasthenics by 
temperament, are thus warned: psychotherapy can 
do nothing, or hardly anything, for them. It 
is almost powerless too, according to Bemheim, 
“against inveterate hypochondria or any mental 
trouble.” 1 

“I have tried many times to cure melancholia, 
hypochondria, obsession, persecutory mania, and I 
have always failed.”* 

It is the same with epilepsy : “ I have tried 
hypnotic influence with many epileptics or even 
simple epileptic vertigo, and I have not obtained 
any notable or lasting results.” 8 

At the same time, “chorea — I speak of true 
chorea — is not to be cured by suggestion. . . . 
Suggestion, no better than any other remedy, can- 
not stop St. Vitus’ dance. The disease must run 
its course.” 4 

“ Tetanus also resists suggestion.” 6 

Thus, according to the head of the School, if its 
most recent reports are to be believed, a large 
number of nervous diseases, such as tetanus, chorea, 
epilepsy, obsession, sundry manias, melancholia, 
hypochondria, as well as the numerous forms of 
neurasthenia, are never cured by suggestion. 0 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p. 319- 

2 Ibid. p. 340. 8 Ibid. p. 341. 4 Ibid. p. 342. 5 Ibid. p. 343. 

• This is confirmed by the German doctor Hoffmann of 

Düsseldorf. "General opinion/' he says, "has great faith in 
the therapeutic effects of suggestion in nervous illnesses (hysteria, 
&c.). It is astonishing, however, to find that only in very rare 
cases does a purely suggestive treatment obtain lasting results. 
Each time that I have tried to influence such diseases (and for 
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Of this most important fact, many people, who 
lightly discuss this subject, appear to be entirely 
ignorant. They would be very astonished to learn by 
whom the fact is proclaimed. 

• • • • • • 
Another precept inculcated by Bernheim, and 
one useful to remembe?{ is that those diseases, which 
in themselves may or may not be nervous, should 
not be regarded as necessarily nervous because they 
are found in nervous subjects, even when the 
subjects are hysterical, j 

“ There is the case -of a girl of thirty who, since 
the age of sixteen, has suffered from incomplete 
hemiplegia of the left side, with certain hysterical 
symptoms. . . . The many doctors who have exa- 
mined the patient were deceived by the hysterical 
manifestations so far as to attribute everything to 
hysteria. 

“ But I have proved her hemiplegia to be really 
organic ; there is exaggeration of the tendon reflexes 
in the knee and foot ; there is a characteristic stiff- 
ness of the upper member which is always in semi- 
flexion and offers resistance to both flexion and 
extension; there is hemiplegic contraction of the 
left side of the face paralysed at the outset, such as 
is never found in hysterical paralysis.” 1 

Thus spake the undoubted master of suggestion. 
And yet I have heard men of reputed ability gravely 
assert that every case of paralysis cured at Lourdes 
was a case of hysteria, and that the cure might be 

many years I have worked hard at this), I have only been able 
to obtain temporary results." — Ueber die Anwendung der pkysicalischen 
Heilmetoden . Halle a.d. Salle, Marhold, 1898. 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p. 853 . 
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attributed to moral influence, whenever the subject 
were at all inclined to be nervous, even without 
being hysterical. 

Evidently they do not know what they are 
talking about. 

One day a doctor of some distinction refused to 
recognise as organic a case of paralysis cured before 
his eyes, because the patient had once, during the 
whole course of her life, had a fainting fit, and that 
on her mother’s death 1 

Might not this peculiar prejudice be one of those 
fearful manias for which the Nancy School holds out 
no hope of cure ? 

• ••••• 

( We mention another very important observation, 
made by the erudite professor. It is that a disease 
which is hysterical in origin, may, if it be prolonged, 
produce real organic legions, and hence become in- 
curable by s ugg estion. ] 

Here, for example, is a patient with whom a 
contusion or rheumatism has affected the limbs or 
the nerves of the thigh. Time and suitable treat- 
ment may cure the organic disorder. But the 
“pain may, because of a special nervous tendency 
in certain subjects, still remain. With such people 
the nervous system is apt to retain the modality 
acquired; it continues, by means of a kind of un- 
conscious self-suggestion, to cause pain, weakness, 
and contraction. The immobilised limb sets up a 
muscular contraction, an anchylosis through fibrous 
retraction. Nervous coxalgia is thus brought about 
which may become incurable ; it is then a secondary 
organic lesion grafted on to a functional trouble.” 1 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme, & c„ p. 322. 
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Further on the writer returns to this idea. Sug- 
gestion, he says, may cure or improve accidental 
neurasthenia, “ on condition that the disease is not 
too inveterate, that habit has not caused it to settle 
in the nerve centres.” 1 

This last result requires time. It can be observed 
in simple nervous twitches: in time they become 
organic. 

“ I have cured convulsive twitching,” writes 
Bemheim, “ of several months’ or even a year’s date. 
If the affection is of long standing, and the nervous 
system has contracted an unconquerable habit, sug- 
gestion may fail” 1 

In reality he has never found it successful in 
these conditions; a year is the extreme limit be- 
yond which he cannot state any success. Thus the 
slightest of nervous functional troubles — twitching 
— may in a very short time engender deep organic 
disorders which render it incurable. 

What is to be said, then, of more serious func- 
tional troubles which originate from the nerves ? 

Evidently, however short their duration, the 
organic evil thereby engendered is much more wide- 
spread and much deeper seated. 

This theory, which Bernheim explained very 
clearly without any hesitation or doubt, has a 
considerable bearing on the authentication of the 
Lourdes cures. 

Here is its logical conclusion. In illnesses which 
are certainly of nervous origin, still more in those 
of doubtful origin, if the functional trouble is of 
long standing, it has become organic, and psycho- 

i Bernheim, Hypnotisme, &c., p. 336. 

« Ibid. p. 343. 
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therapy is powerless to improve it. Such is the 
teaching of the Master. 

This cuts short the discussion on suggestive 
therapeutics sometimes indulged in by persons who 
should be better informed. When such diseases are 
cured there is no need to trouble about their origin. 
It is certain that they eventually become organic, 
and therefore incurable by suggestion. 



» Suggestion and Organic Diseases 

What is to be said of diseases organic from the 
beginning? With these, suggestion is, if possible, 
even more helpless. 

Let us hear what Bemheim has to say on the 
subject : — 

Q* Suggestion is a remedy which is almost exclu- 
sively functional. It may succeed in re-establishing 
disturbed functions, but cannot cure diseased organs.” V 
And again: (“Suggestion cannot reset a dislo- 
cated joint, bring down a rheumatic swelling, or 
restore destroyed cerebral matter.* 

“The direct rôle of mind-healing with reference 
to organic lesion should not be exaggerated; it is 
limited. It cannot bring about resolution of in- 
flammation, stop the growth of a tumour or arrest 
the process of sclerosis. Suggestion does not kill 
microbes, it does not heal a gastric ulcer.” Neither 
can one “ suggest ” to tubercles to disappear.*' 

What, then, can psychotherapy, however restricted 
it may be, effect in these different cases ? 

Let us take tuberculosis, for example. The 

1 Bemheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p. 320. 

2 Ibid . pp. 321, 322. 8 Ibid . p. 325. 

I 
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physician will try by suggestion to suppress or 
diminish certain effects of the disease over which 
he has, as he asserts, some control. Such are 
coughing, sleeplessness, &c. 

“ By so doing,” he says, “ I help the patient if 
I do not cure him. Sometimes even by clearing 
the ground, so to speak, I increase his power of 
resistance against the invading microbe, and thus I 
slacken, if I do not arrest, morbid development.” 1 
Behold all that these gentlemen can do, ac- 
cording to their chief! And a few pages further 
on, in reference to psychotherapeutics applied to 
organic disease, the latter writes somewhat sadly : 
Only what is curable can be cured. . . . Suggestion 
cannot restore what is destroyed.” * j 

And on the following page we 'find : “ It must 
be acknowledged : The results obtained are tempo- 
rary. Suggestion may restore a function so long 
as some lesion has not definitely abolished it, or 
so long as the trouble is purely dynamic and outside 
the field of lesion. Suggestion does not moderate 
the organic evolution of disease, very often it only 
effects a transitory improvement; diseases of their 
nature spreading and progressive, such as locomotor- 
ataxy, disseminated sclerosis, continue their in- 
exorable march, and a time comes when suggestion 
can do nothing.” Mark it well, even for the 
functions ; it can never do anything for lesions ! 

• ••••• 

The reader cannot fail to be edified I He knows 
that the efficacy of therapeutic suggestion is very 

1 Op. cit. p. 325. The Swedish specialist on Suggestion, Dr. 
Wetterstrand, teaches the theory. Also seç Appendix, 

Note 23, p. 554, Fr. ed. 

* Ibid. p. 352. 
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restricted in nervous diseases, and absolutely nil in 
the organic diseases as far as cure goes. His mind 
full of this indisputable doctrine which comes from 
Nancy, the most advanced school of suggestion, 
let him remember the marvellous cures which take 
place at Lourdes, and which no intelligent man ever 
\ seeks to deny. 

The conclusion is obvious. It is impossible to 
attribute them to suggestion, for they often deal 
with organic diseases of the most complicated nature 
over which suggestion has no influence . 1 

But there is another reason for rejecting this 
explanation, as we are about to see. 



Two Methods of Cure 

The manner in which many cures are effected 
at the Grotto totally differs from that by which 
psychotherapeutics work when efficacious. The re- 
sults of psychotherapeutics are essentially slow and 
gradual, they are not instantaneous. 

The teaching and experiments of Bernheim are 
our proof. The professor relates among his best 
successes how he cured a woman of acute articular 
inflammation of the knees, f He did not cure it 
directly, but by overcoming ' the pain; and the 
patient, feeling no more pain, cured herself because 
t she was able to move the joint in every direction. 

But the result was arrived at gradually. “The 
pain being suppressed,” says Bemheim, “ the articular 
movements which it had paralysed were gradually 
restored.” 2 ' 

1 See Appendix, Note 22, p. 552, Fr. ed. 

2 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p. 327. 
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In the case of a young girl suffering from acute 
rheumatism, which had left, among other effects, a 
painful contraction of the limbs, the cure was 
effected as follows: — 

“The suggestion made during a state of wake- 
fulness, and the suggestive impulse given by the 
sister, cured contraction in a few weeks. The 
patient was gradually able to lift her arms horizon- 
tally and to stand up on her feet; her body, bent 
from the pelvis when standing, was straightened 
gradually under the influence of patient and pro- 
longed suggestion .” 1 

Sceptics might reply, as Bemheim himself 
thought, that the organic lesion having already 
disappeared, only the functions remained affected, 
and the cure might, and did, come naturally with- 
out the persuasive assertions of the good sister of 
the ward in the least contributing to the cure. 

But even if we acknowledge that they exercised 
a real influence, at any rate this influence was very 
slow in its effects. The Nancy professor mentions 
elsewhere certain cases of neuralgia which he was 
able to cure, cases which were purely nervous and 
in which there was no question of lesion. The pain 
may return at first, he writes, but “ by persevering 
for several days it finally disappears entirely .” 2 

The same thing happens with “painful sym- 
pathetic troubles, such as discomfort, intestinal 
neuralgia, vomiting connected with uterine or ab- 
dominal affections ” ; these may be eased and 
sometimes even cured. 

“ There are always relapses, but repeated sugges- 

1 Bernheim, Hypnotisme , &c., p, 327, 

2 Op. cit . p. 344. 
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tion, patiently and perseveringly prolonged during 
weeks and months, may result in eradicating these 
troubles.” 

We have seen that psychotherapeutics could 
not cure neurasthenia which was due to individual 
temperament. It seems, however, that it does suc- 
ceed in suppressing certain nervous troubles. 

“ This improvement,” says the learned professor, 

“ may be permanent in some cases if aided by pro- 
longed and repeated suggestion.” 1 

That this method of cure needs time is, then, an 
indisputable fact. 

• • • «ft 

This proves that to attribute the instantaneous 
cures at Lourdes to suggestion is altogether beside 
the mark. For, as experience sufficiently proves, 
suggestion has no instantaneous effect. This is 
frankly acknowledged by the hypnotisera themselves. 

Instantaneousness is a striking characteristic of , 
the great cures at Lourdes. It is not always present, 
but very frequently, and that is sufficient for our 
argument. 

Everything grows slowly; Nature moves step 
by step ; she walks ; she does not run, nor does she 
leap, as the old motto tells us: Natura non facit 
saltum. God alone can act otherwise, because He 
alone can do without the aid of Nature, and dispense 
with her laws. 

Suggestive therapeutics, on the contrary, as all 
other therapeutics, necessarily depend on nature, and 
must submit to her ordinary procedure. This fact 
stands the test of every philosophy and religion. 

1 Op. cit. p. 337. The hypnotisera Delbœuf and Wetterstrand 
teach the same doctrine. Also see Appendix, Note 24, p. 555, Fr. ed. 
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